Surrey Association of Woodturners

Newsletter September 2019
Reports, News and Views from North West Surrey
TOP TIP’s and articles

New Members
Welcome to

Mr Alan Burton

Member No. 783

PAID UP MEMBERSHIPS for 2019 are 135
(As of going to press)

Items for the Diary
11th October
19th October
27th October
8th November

If you have a tip or article to share
please email it to Colin Spain at
the address shown in contacts at
back of this newsletter.
If a tip keep it short, and if we are
happy with it, I will include it in
one of the newsletters.

Mark Sanger
Princes Mead Shopping Centre
S.A.W. Open Day with Colwin Way
Jason Smith

Professional Demonstrator
Club Demonstration
Annual Club Event
Professional Demonstrator

It is with regret that I must advise you that Robin Newlands, a valued SAW member
since 2009, died on 30th September. Our thoughts are with his family at this difficult time.

Mike’s Meditations from the lathe Chapter 5
August saw the second part of the annual SAW turner’s competition and a total of thirteen
pieces were submitted for the judging panel. Based on a theme of “Blue Planet” or something
recycled, reused or repurposed, the imagination of the turners was well and truly tested and
successfully delivered. As I viewed the items, I was struck by the back stories on sourcing the
materials from old pallets, dinghy packing case, abandoned fishing hooks to old artwork. So, a
very big thank you to all contributors including one who had never submitted a piece before.
We had a new club demonstrator – David
Wright. He demonstrated the turning of
Kokeshi dolls this was well received by the
members watching.
We are always
looking for new club turners to support the
usual suspects so if you have a particular
item you like to turn but have not
demonstrated before, please let the
committee know. We will support you in
preparing and delivering a demo.
A question came up at the August meeting
“How do I find the mentor for the area I live
in?” Firstly, look at the Google map on the
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SAW web site and you will find a coloured icon close to where you live. Secondly ask a
committee member when you next bump into them. All the club members who have
volunteered to be mentors are happy for you to continue to request support as I have recently
done- all you have to do is ask.
We had an active two months with the club supporting activities at Guildford Model
Engineering Society and Rustic Sunday at the Rural Life Centre. We can now be found in our
new home at the Rural Life Centre it is in the Hand tools building. It is easier for the public to
see what we are turning and to chat to individual turners but is more impersonal for the turners
as we are in separate areas. So, we need to make an effort when not turning to chat to our
fellow turners. August saw us at Brooklands with 4 lathes set up for two days of
demonstrations. This was a success with over 300 visitors to the room we were in. John
Creasey and Doug Boud did a good job of drumming up business as visitors passed by our
demo area heading for the Strato chamber. We have a busy period coming up with Rural Life
Classic Car day, Dapdune Wharfe and supporting Record Power at the D&M Tool Show in
October. (See club programme of events for details).
As the October Open day comes closer, please start thinking about the pieces you plan to add
to the inter and intra club competitions. From my first Open Day, I have been amazed by the
range and quality of pieces on the club tables turned by Novice to Premier members. This
should provide inspiration for all of us.
I needed a piece of wood from the loft area of my garage. So up went the ladder to find the
wood. I was surprised to find it covered in a ¼ inch of accumulated dust. Even my regular use
of the leaf blower did not reach this area. So on went a mask, and up went the vacuum
cleaner. Most of the dust went up the vac before the piece of wood saw the light of day. I
might have to do more cleaning up there as well as improving primary dust collection. I have
fitted a cloth bag to my small Record RX 1000 dust extractor. I have found this does an
excellent job of stopping a gross build up of dust on the paper filter thus extending its life as
well as increasing the available suction. The downside is the motor section cannot be locked
to the drum so I have to remember to left both together but this is a small price to pay for the
increased life of the paper filter. I give the bag a good shake and bang while standing upwind.
This adds a coating of dust to my grass which disappears after a day or two.
We are coming up to identifying the one or two charities we will support at the Christmas /
December club night. Please let us know if you have a favoured charity that could benefit from
our support.
As you can see in the news letter, we keep adding new members. Our active programme
through the year gives us a public face and through this we find potential members truly
interested in our craft of woodturning. This has many benefits in that adding new members
keeps the subscription rate down as low as possible. It broadens our membership skills not
only in woodturning but also from the other skills and knowledge that the new members bring.
The club is very grateful to all the venues where we demonstrate, From Axminster Power
Tools to D&M/ record show at Kempton Park, Dapdune Wharfe to Rural Life Centre,
Brooklands to Princess Mead and Guildford Model Engineering Society to Surrey Heath
Show.

Mike Spaven

Open day Competitions reminder.
We would love every member to enter something they have made during the past year as
the displayed entries are a very important part of our Open Day event – and much enjoyed
by visitors and club members. Colwin Way and Simon Hope will be judging the
competition. You can enter up to 6 pieces of work – the only restriction to what you enter
is that up to 3 should display ‘mainly faceplate’ work and up to 3 should display ‘mainly
spindle turned’ work. You can find entry forms at the bottom of the Open Day page of the
website (2 clear buttons – one for the club competition and one for the invitational
competition).
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Rural Life July 2019
Rustic Sunday saw our merry band of turners in a new home in the hand tool building. At
times the old carpenter’s shop had become congested with the centre renovating/ restoring an
old cart and other artefacts. The Saturday team led by John Creasey and Anna Marie Bennett
set up the gazebo in its allotted place and as you can see on the photos, we had to place the
Gazebo around a cherry tree. This will be ok
for the next couple of years but will present a
challenge as the tree grows. The new home is
located on the main road in from the entrance
giving us an excellent location from a visitor
viewpoint. As you can see from the
photographs kindly taken by Duncan Clark, the
visitors have a better experience in that they
can easily walk by the turners and have a chat
with each one.
After a damp and drizzly start, visitors started to arrive. A steady
stream of visitors came through the building. Our turners are
spread through the building close to power points but we are not
as close together as we were in the old site. Colin Rowe and
Dennis Findlay along with Max Bennett took up the 3 locations
for lathes. At the end of the day, the gazebo turned stuff was
packed away due to the damp ground. Everything was nicely
bedded down for the arrival of team 2 on the Sunday. This was
Mike Tozer’s first outing with club as a demonstrator and by the
end of the day he had really enjoyed the experience.
Duncan Clark, Phil Hamilton, Paul Raubusch and Mike Bennett
were joined by Mike Spaven

It just as well the driver of the steam road roller/
traction engine was impressed with the turned items
on display- a slight twitch of the wheel would have
been a sight to behold!
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What did we learn about our new abode? It is lighter and we each had more space. It is safer
without the carefully balance cart and has 2 exit routes, we have a nice space for the coffee
urn, the cherry could be a problem in future and we need to take time out to chat to each other
as each lathe position is further apart and I suspect that our early April demonstration may be
a little less draughty without the big hole for the roller door being open. Very big thanks to all
our turners, to Duncan the photographer and Colin Rowe for ensuring we are PAT compliant.

Mike Spaven

Two days at Brooklands Museum 21st and 22nd of August.
Over the two days we had 317 visitors, which beat last year’s total of 240. Most people
showed a great deal of interest in the club and what we making. Many visitors were showing
particular interest were in the Banksia nuts being turned and John was pointing out to them
where they come from , what they were etc, this was on going through both days.
We had 9 different turners: John Creasey: - Monkey Puzzle Box.
Richard Hook: - Bowl & Goblet.
Duncan Clark: - Nat. Edge Bowl & Mushroom Box.
Tony Wellbelove: - Tea Light Holder, Banksia Bud Vase & Large Bud Vase from reclaimed
Oak.
Mike Spaven: - Elm Box, & Laminated Tree Decorations.
Colin Rowe: - Pens, Nat. Edge Bowl & Egg Cup.
David Stratton: - Mushroom Box & Pens.
David Bright: - Cherry Box.
Brian Wooldridge: - Apples from Maple, Rock Maple, and Spalted Ash & Banksia.
Douglas Boud was a steward and handing out Mushrooms and tricks to the children
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Colin Rowe made this mug
and platter from used coffee
stirrers and were the subject
of a lot of interest, during our
time at Brooklands. The mug
was made from 300 stirrers
and the player was made
from 1300 which were glued
together in a layer of 11 and
then turned.

Practical Night August 2019
The August club competition theme was based on “Blue Planet”, or something reused,
recycled or repurposed. With such a wide theme, the turners had a chance to use their
imagination and the judges were not disappointed. The topics ranged from fence post bowls
and vases, to recycled pallets for bowls, elm bits from Jennie Starbuck turned into a small
vase, a true reflection of the “Blue Planet” theme with plastic, hooks, and a bird nesting on a
tyre/nest, a mug from recycled coffee stirrers, 2 segmented forms, seed pods cast in resin
reused art work and chest of drawers. To each and every one of you thanks. This competition
gave the judges a real problem on how to evaluate but Richard Davies and Charlie
Cunningham rose to the challenge. The back stories behind each piece was fascinating. A
selection of Photos follows.
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We had a new club turner on duty for the first time. David Wright showed how to turn
Japanese Kokeshi dolls. (I have included a photograph of 3 dolls purchased in Japan) over 10
years ago – see Mikes Meditations).
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Rural Life September 2019
On a bright and fresh Saturday morning, Colin Rowe, Rodney Goodship, John Creasey, Phil
Hamilton, and Mike & Max Bennett arrived to set up camp. Nigel Eastment one of our newest
members came along to assist and to find out how we set up a public demonstration Mike
Spaven arrived later to find all the set up had been completed (Doctors appointment for flu
jab) Colin also updated the PAT testing regime for the lathes.
Once again we were in our new abode in the hand tool building and set up 4 lathes. The
gazebo again swallowed up the cherry tree which by now was suffering from the hot dry
weather.
All the turners were making various
items, and where appropriate shared
lathes. As it turned out, the day was
very quiet with few visitors but we did
have the luxury of a non manic set up
compared with others who set up on
the Sunday of classic car day.
As the day warmed up, the energy
levels waned and John Creasey
resorted to resting the inside of his
eye lids.
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On Sunday we were joined by Colin Spain, David Wright and David Brash & his wife Annette.

From the off visitors came into to see what we
were doing, Rodney’s Puzzle palace did well.
This y

This year the Classic car club put on a
wonderful display of a wide range of
vehicles from classic cars, to vintage
cars, functional vehicles to hot rods, and
with the warm weather everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves.
At three o clock, a lone Spitfire made
three runs over the rural life centre,
what a wonderful sight.
This year we were fortunate to have
the Hogsback Brewery tent located
right alongside us. Once we had
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stopped turning, the temptation
to have a beer increased.
Opposite was the Giggling Pig
stand offering a wide range of
sausages. At the end of the day
Paul Raubusch came to help
clear up. Oscar his dog along
with several other motley muts
thought they had died and gone
to heaven when they were
offered the remains of the
sausage samples.
As we were sharing 2 lathes we had the opportunity to both steward and interface with the
visitors as well as chat with each other. Phil Hamilton picked up on Emma Turners theme of a
multi axis box but added a complication of a taper. This did not work out so if anybody has any
ideas please let Phil know. To quote another top turner “if it ain't broke you ain't trying hard
enough”.
Sales were reasonable with Rodney being the top seller and a donation was made to the
Rural Life Centre.

Mike Spaven

Axminster Basingstoke 6th October 2019
Our first interested member of the public arrived whilst
Rodney and I were getting organised and set up on the small
lathe at the rear of the showroom. He had come from
Chobham specifically to see our demonstration and was
obviously used to woodworking, but said he had not had time
for the more enjoyable hobby side of turning before he
retired. He was with us for several hours and had a lot of
questions whilst watching Rodney turn a wide brimmed bowl
in Sycamore and later myself turning a natural edged bowl
from a rather wet piece of apple log.
Unfortunately things were very quiet there on Sunday
especially in the afternoon and we only had a couple of other
passing queries and spectators, mainly with questions about
sharpening
tools.
Rodney later
turned a pot pourri vessel and I rough turned
another natural edged bowl blank from cherry
before it was time to clear up just before
closing time.
I would like to say we were able to promote
our club to more interested spectators, but
the people just did not turn up on the day.

Denis Findlay.
10

A Cautionary Tale of a Grindstone
Recently I was doing a non woodturning DIY job that involved a cold chisel and some
concrete. This also caused several visits to my bench grindstone to sharpen the cold chisel.
All was going to plan until I was sharpening the chisel for the fifth or sixth time, when there
was a loud clattering noise from the grinder. I quickly switched off and stood back as the
grinder ran down still making quite a lot of noise!
At first I thought a wheel might have partly disintegrated but as the speed reduced it appeared
not to be the case, both wheels were intact.
The grinder I have has a 20mm wide coarse stone wheel on the left and a finer 50mm wide
white stone wheel on the right. As the machine slowed it was clear that the wide white wheel
was loose on the shaft and was the cause of the trouble.
I took the covers off the wheels to investigate. It would appear that the load I was putting on
the left hand wheel was slowing the grinder down and the fly wheel effect of the wider right
hand wheel caused an already slightly loose nut to unwind on the shaft and make the wheel
loose. (The right hand end of the shaft has a right hand thread). The right hand cover is
slightly modified on my grinder to accommodate a drill sharpening jig and the nut had fallen
out of this gap and was found on the far side of the workshop. I had used the white wheel a
few days earlier with no ill effect.
I found a shake proof washer to go between the nut and the plain washer and refitted the
wheel and tightened the nut up, and checked the other side for tightness while I was at it.
We are probably cautious of over tightening a grinding wheel nut even with the paper or card
washer between the plain washer and the wheel. Also, as the nuts are out of sight behind the
covers, they tend to be forgotten.
When was the last time you checked the security of these nuts on your grindstone?

Denis Findlay.
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