Surrey Association of Woodturners

Newsletter September 2017
Reports, News and Views from North West Surrey
New Members

TOP TIP’s and articles

Welcome to Mr Len Ogden
Welcome to Mr Gavin Dawson
Welcome to Mr Mike Bonnici

Member No. 751
Member No. 752
Member No. 753

PAID UP MEMBERSHIPS for 2017 are 147

If you have a tip or article to share
please email it to Colin Spain at the
address shown in contacts at back
of this newsletter.
If a tip keeps it short, and if we are
happy with it, I will include it in one
of the newsletters.

(As of going to press)

Items for the Diary 2017
13th October
14th October
29th October
10th November
19th November

Mike Spaven

Princes Mead Shopping Centre
Open Day
Colwin Way
Workshop Day

Club Turner
Club Demonstrations
Club Demonstrations
Professional Turner
Club Tuition

Top Tip
Arthur Martin wants to let members know how
easy it is to obtain well-seasoned timber for free
if they keep their ears and eyes open.
He got six mahogany chairs from Surrey Heath
Freecycle to fulfil a commission for two
mahogany acorn finials. He now has plenty of
mahogany spindles for future projects.
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John’s Jottings October
Firstly I have to compliment the Open Day sub- committee for the organisation of this
year’s show. Everything is well in hand and it will be a good day, mark the day on the kitchen
calendar so it does not slip your mind.
Then onto weightier matters. It is that time of year when one needs to think about joining the
club committee for next year. We could do with a couple more members to spread the load.
We are a club of about 150 members and it does not run itself.
Finally I wish to pass comment on our last demonstration by Gerry Marlow. I thoroughly
enjoyed his presentation, not a lot of small talk but the turning was quick and interesting.
However one point that I hope you took home was besides having razor sharp tools, look at
your sanding. Gerry did not do much sanding but when he did the dust flew straight up in the
air. As I saw it two reasons became apparent, firstly the hose on our extractor was not long
enough, a point which is being addressed and secondly the speed and position of the sanding.
Nearly all text books tell you slow the work down during sanding to keep the heat down and
prevent cracking of the finished surface. To save time and as he was not doing lots of sanding
Gerry chose to sand at the same speed as he did the cutting. As he was holding the sand
paper right underneath the wood the centrifugal force generated by the spinning wood threw
the dust straight up in the air. In my opinion had Gerry slowed the speed down and held the
sandpaper more in front of the turner, there would have been less force to the dust and a
more forward direction of flow, our extractor would have had more chance of picking it up. You
may not agree with my thinking but I hope I have prompted some thought on the subject.
John Sherwood
Editor’s note: I was operating the dust extractor that night and only a third of the dust was
captured. So John I totally concur with what you say, and would like to add that using the
method John describes is also beneficial to your health as unless you use a full face mask
dust can penetrate your defences. So get the dust going away from you.

Reminder: Open Day Sunday 29th October.
Short notice I know but members can obtain Open Day tickets prior to the event for £3 per
ticket instead of £4 on the day, so pick up your tickets on club night 13th October.
Only registered stewards, turners will get in free.
Please also remember that it is the 29th that the clocks go back.
Also those that are submitting pieces for the competitions please remember these need to be
there early on the day unless you have made arrangements for getting them there prior to the
event.

Notices
Ian Williams has got 20 nice pieces of Yew tree for sale at £5 a piece. You may have seen
some of this at the August club night.
I have put Ian’s contact details at the back of the news letter under Items for Sale for privacy
reasons.
Mentors required: Although most buddy group areas now have a mentor, we still need
volunteer members around Alton, Fleet, Guildford and West London areas who are willing to
mentor the newer members. If you would be interested please contact committee member
Colin Spain for a chat. Please help if you can, it’s a sure way of imparting your knowledge of
turning to others to help them on their way.
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August SAW visit to the Axminster Basingstoke store.
Tony Wellbelove and I (Phil Hamilton) arrived at the Axminster Tools Store, Basingstoke in
good time for our scheduled demonstration session aimed at promoting SAW and helping
people spend their money wisely in the store. Just as well that we did as the demonstration
area had not been prepared in advance so we busied ourselves assisting the staff sort things
out, although there was nothing we could do about the fact that the safety screen was in
Portsmouth being used at an event.
Fortunately neither of us needed the capacity of the company’s Jet lathe which was also in
Portsmouth, and were quite happy to use the Axminster Trade Series AT1416VS supplied.
I started the day working on a four axis Desk Tidy/Pen Pot, and was pleased to be able to
explain to interested ‘customers’ why the turning was very wobbly and how it was mounted to
achieve the curved-sided triangular section with a twist. Progress was slow and I handed over
to Tony when I had completed the basic outside shape.
Tony was displaying a Laburnum natural edged bowl and two Olive Wood turnings, which
generated many favourable comments in the course of the morning. He soon had his blank
rounded and mounted in the chuck for further refinement. The position of his parting cuts and
the shape he produced adjacent to the tailstock had me thinking that he was making a box.
How wrong I was, as further skilled use of his gouges swiftly revealed the shape within his
blank to be an Earring Stand complete with a small (box) compartment in the base (possibly
for rings). Light sanding and the application of Sanding Sealer lifted the wood’s figure and
gave a very acceptable shine which he decided to finish off at home.
Despite the sunny August weather, which probably accounted for the low customer count
through the day, we were well supported by SAW members (thank you all) and did have some
interest from the buying public. An interesting day, although I am not sure we will gain any
members on this occasion.
Best wishes, Phil.

Rural Life Centre 29th & 30th July 2017
Well the weather was against us this weekend and Paul’s gazebo finally gave up on us after
many years of service, however although Paul said it was probably the quietest day yet at
Rural life on the Saturday all of the SAW members were in good spirits and produced some
lovely items.
The weekend had the feel of a workshop day
with lots of advice and assistance being
shared between members. Lots of this
weekend’s turners, including myself seemed
to have been inspired by Paul’s recent club
night demonstration of multi axis, and off set
turning, and were trying it out for themselves.
Alfie Nesbit turned a variety of items including
a yew mushroom a multi axis twist candle
from beech, a tool handle which he used
Formica on to create a burn ring decoration
on it and a lidded pot from yew and spalted
beech.
Max Bennett turned a goblet from spalted hawthorn and vase from yew. He also made a mini
jug from boxwood to add to his doll’s house collection and tried his hand at turning a multi axis
triangle box from some yew.
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Mike Bennett tried a hand at a multi
axis triangle platter from some beech
worktop, he made a slight mistake
and put a hole in bottom, he sought
advice from Paul who said it is a
design opportunity and Mike made a
pedestal to fill hole from boxwood. On
a role from completing his first piece
of multi axis turning Mike started to do
a two sided eye bowl but the lathe on
a work bench was not stable enough
so he turned a myrtle burr pot and a
sycamore bowl.
Mike Spaven turned a bud vase from
Japanese silk wood, he got his inspiration
from a 1972 book called creative
woodturning by Dale Nish one of the
founders of American woodturning.
Paul Nesbit turned a yew joystick for a
wheel chair control for a lady that he had
met at a previous show and was on hand
to offer lots of advice and assistance to all
of us who were trying out multi axis work
for the first time.
Paul Raubusch turned a yew light pull, a
mahogany bowl which unfortunately he
went through bottom of so he decided that
he would use a contrasting wood like oak to plug hole, and honey dipper.
Philip Hamilton turned a pen pot from willow which had a multi axis with a twist to it and a multi
axis candle stick
Rodney Goodship was turning the legs for an oak three legged stool and an ash bowl with a
coin in the bottom.
I made a teardrop shaped pendant from paduak and a multi axis triangle lidded pot from
beech.

by Anna-Marie Bennett

August Practical Night
Planning for the session was well in hand with 5
club turners gently cajoled into volunteering until the
last moment when Mel found he had an eyesight
problem requiring hospital investigation (see
September meeting Notices) and after a quick call
around, Mathew Corbishley agreed to stand in even
though he was still at work in Malmesbury.
Rodney Goodship took over the club Wiva Mac
lathe and did an excellent demo of turning barley
twists. He focussed on the importance of accurately
marking out the twists.
There is also an excellent clip on YouTube of Stuart
Mortimer demonstrating barley twists and the use of
the appropriate tools.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm-wWjlAtTw
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Mathew, using the new club Jet lathe demonstrated
spindle techniques focussing on effective use of the
gouges. Phil demonstrated the use of multi axis/ off
centre turning to make pencil pots, again, the key
here is to accurately mark the axial points to be used
for the centres.
Brian Wooldridge demonstrated his techniques for
turning fruit such as apples and pears and the use of
airbrushes to colour what is basically plain wood.
Our last stalwart was Brian Rodgers demonstrating
thread chasing techniques.
Up to now, Robert Grant has provided the excellent
doctors surgery on sharpening using grinding wheels
and Jigs. Apart from flat grind stones, the only other
alternative is the use of belt devices or as Robert
Sorby would say linishers. Mike provided a full length
tutorial
on
the pros and
cons of the
Pro
Sharp
system with
several
of
the visitors
taking a keen interest including several who took
detailed photos. The biggest difference between
grinding wheels and the belt system is the wheels
provide a hollow grind whereas a linisher leaves a flat
grind. My reason for choosing the Sorby system was
straight forward. When I had my first lessons, Gary
Renouf (RPT) advised the use of this system in
answer to my comment “I probably did not have
enough time to get proficient with a wheel system and
the linisher would give instant and repeatable results
without losing too much steel”. The key to using this
system is to make a stop block calibrated for specific
angles and type of fingernail grind. In all other
respects the system is similar to recognised jig
systems e.g. Tormek, Wolverine etc. The bring and
buy sale made over £130 for the club funds. Many
thank to the people who donated timber and tools and to David
Stratton for cutting up the walnut work top into turnable pieces. As
at all practical days the clubs completion was held with Colin and
Richard doing the judging and Colin Rowe stepping in for
Bernie to carry out the
administration. The theme
was a children’s toy. A
wide range of beautiful
pieces all well turned
were
presented
for
judging.
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Many of you will have noticed the shop appearance has changed. The committee has listened
to suggestions and has made commercial sanding sealer available after the hazards of
dealing with our own sealer were highlighted.

Mike Spaven

Rural Life Centre 16th & 17th September 2017
Saturday. Most of us arrived early to get set up for 10am
opening time but had to wait half hour at the gate until the centre
manager arrived. As usual we all mucked in and we were ready
on time. I have to say that I am really impressed by the clubs new
tent, it is really sturdy and so well made, I can’t see this one
going anywhere due to the wind. Saturday is usually a quiet day
and this was no exception, the weather wasn’t great, bit colder
than of late and overcast. There were some visitors but not many
and those we saw were mainly people who had arrived with their
classic cars in readiness for the next day. Sunday was the day of
the classic cars show when the visitors were expected. Turners
on the day were the Bennett’s Anna-Marie, Mike and Max, Peter
Hart, Dorothy Read,
Rodney
Goodship,
stewarding was being
attended to by John
Creasey who wasn’t
turning due to having
two fingers bandaged
up
(no
not
a
woodturning accident)
Dorothy
strapped
them together so he
wouldn’t make rude
signs at our visitors. I
wasn’t turning either but I had an oak plate I had made at a
previous show so I spent time power carving it into an Oak tree
plate. John Sherwood made a visit and chatted to us and passed
on his turning wisdom to Dorothy. The displays of our work were impressive and centre stage
was Anna-Marie’s work. At the end of the day we moved all our tables into the workshop
mainly to stop them getting damp overnight as rain was forecast. Sadly I had to pull out of
Sunday due to a heavy cold.
Colin Spain
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Sunday. Although it was a bit chilly and misty to start
but by midday the sun was out and spirits rose with
the noon warmth. Sunday went well with many
visitors, some in a buying mode and others ready for
a chat. There were no direct takers of the offer to join
but several joining forms were taken. Rodney’s puzzle
corner was frequently visited and enjoyed by young
and old alike. One gentlemen Andy from Essex visited
last year and in conversation with Paul
Nesbitt discussed members of the public bring in
wood to have something turned. Unfortunately Paul
was still incapacitated following his operation, but Andy brought in a 12 by 3 inch Elm blank
“can we do anything with this”. I made a start on the club Jet lathe and the lathe was man
enough to start to turn the outside even though my tools were limited to one large spindle
gouge. He was happy with development and I will keep him informed of progress. A new risk
assessment for Rural Life Centre focussed on the public and demonstrators was tested by
Phil Hamilton and found to be appropriate.

A wide range of turning topics were carried out, Christmas trees, snowmen, bowls, boxes, bud
vases etc and visitors were genuinely interested in what we were demonstrating. It is nice to
have time to chat with the visitors about a wide range of topics from turning to the timbers of
South Africa, use of native wood and recycled timber to support for special needs children.
It was nice to see so many old cars as well as veteran, vintage and classic cars some parked
right outside the carpenters shop.
Mike Spaven
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SAW at Brooklands Museum August 16th and 17th
For only the second time, John Creasey managed to organise for a group of SAW members to
take over the education centre at Brooklands Museum to demonstrate woodturning to a mix of
parents with children and ‘enthusiasts’.
As a club, we try to bring woodturning to the public whenever we can but we try not to ‘tread
on the toes’ of other clubs and poach their possible membership. Our events often bring new
members to the club. If you look at the map of members, you will see that the Weybridge area
has a small group of us (I live in Weybridge) – but there is scope for us to build our
membership and Brooklands is the ideal venue to do this. Weybridge is about mid-way
between SAW and Cheam Woodturners – but the added traffic as you go into London often
makes the journey time greater to get to Cheam. East Surrey Woodturners is about 35 miles
away and Middlesex is 33 miles from Mytchett now that it has moved while its old venue is
refurbished.

So, 6 of us set up 4 lathes in the education centre and tried to demonstrate to engage a wide
variety of visitors and Brooklands volunteers. Brooklands is a huge site and on any day up to
50 volunteers can be working. They have over 700 volunteers and many take on specific
responsibilities. John Creasey, for example, is a steward in the VC10 every Monday.
The education centre is not an ideal place to turn wood. We have to be very careful not to use
‘dusty’ wood like mahogany as the room has no windows and quite a low ceiling.

We also did not sand our work. We set up a display/sales area
which had a wide range of turned items.
As always it is a lot of effort to get everything onto the site and set
up but it is worth the effort. We don’t get huge numbers of visitors, but plenty of children, many
of whom are totally fascinated by the shavings – and a lot of ‘enthusiasts’ as I would term the
Brooklands volunteers; many of whom are ‘into’ making things and have used a lathe in the
past.
My thanks go to John Sherwood, Tony Welbeloved, Mike Spaven, Chris Starbuck and, of
course, John Creasey – without whom the event just would not happen.
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A new Twist on an Old Classic- September
Once again the old adage of waiting ages for a bus then
getting two at once seemed to be proven true as no sooner
had we been treated to an excellent demonstration on MultiCentred turning by our very own Paul Nesbitt, then along
comes Gerry Marlow with his Off-centre twist on an old
classic.
In Gerry’s case the classic with a twist was that perennial
Two Ronnies sketch “Four Candles” or ForKandles if you
use his Yorkshire vernacular. However, the members
present were not disappointed by this additional example of
the technique but were fully engaged and entertained by
Gerry throughout the evening.
The Four Candles to which Gerry frequently referred was to
be four Handles for Candles so perhaps it should be
CandleKandles.
Each of the examples stared with a block of Sycamore
approximately 3 inches square and 9 ½ inches tall. Into one
end of each Gerry had pre-drilled a 1 inch hole large enough
to accommodate a brass candle cup.
As with all offset work you need to complete each section to
finished level before moving on as in many instances it will
not be possible to retrace your steps. For the purposes of
these demos Gerry only sanded each section with 120 and 320 grit, but still achieved a
pleasing finish. He stated that his normal finish would be two layers of finishing oil, with 24
hours between applications, and then the whole piece buffed on his Beale Buffing System
once fully dried.
As in all cases of turning, safety is paramount and a particular element of that, when it comes
to off-centre work, is the balance of the blank and the relative turning speed. In common with
many other demonstrators Gerry’s view was you turn as fast as the lathe can handle and
remain stable. This is particularly true of off-centre turning due to the increased incidence of
times when the tools will not be in contact with
the timber.
First up was to be a double twist candle holder
with a tulip crown and simple base. Using a
Steb drive, which he located into the drilled
hole, and a Revolving Steb centre, on the
tailstock end, Gerry first turned the blank to a
round with his Spindle Roughing Gouge and
then created a Tulip crown with a simple collar
and half cove, using a selection Spindle
gouges. This utilized about a third of the
length of the blank.
For the first offset Gerry moved the Revolving Steb centre about 1inch from the centre and
using a combination of Spindle Gouges and Bowl Gouges created the first twist, which is a
simple cove in the middle third of the blank. When challenged over the use of the Bowl
Gouges Gerry responded that he found these better where a long overhang from the toolrest
occurred, the gouges being inherently stronger and less likely to vibrate.
The second offset would be about ½ an inch from the centre directly across from first offset.
Again a simple cove but this time leaving about an inch of the blank unturned to allow for the
turning of the base. The base is turned after returning the Revolving Steb centre to its central
location by making a half ball and half V cut.
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When viewed from the front the Candle
Holder will appear straight whilst a side view
demonstrates the effect of the offset turning.

In all cases the extent of the cove will be guide
by personal preference, the degree of offset
and the size of the blank. The most critical part
is that area where each element interacts with
the early part. The object is to create a pleasing
and balanced cove which creates a crisp join
between the elements. As you turn your piece
you will notice that as you cut into the earlier
element you start with one crisp join whilst
directly opposite there is a flat edge. The art is
to gradually extend the range of then cove until
the flat area is reduced and then removed.
Moving on to the second demo of the evening
Gerry indicated that he liked to make his own
candle inserts. This he did out of copper or
aluminium on the lathe in a process known as
spinning and he promised to demonstrate that
technique at the end of the evening if time allowed. As the second candle holder was to house
one of his spun inserts he would need to modify the predrilled hole. This meant that the unit
could not be turned between centres.
First up was to true the blank to a round and then create a suitable spigot to allow for the
blank to be held in a set of jaws. Normally a spigot would either be turned square or with a
small dovetail, depending on the jaws to be used. As during the demo the blank would be
mounted at an angle Gerry’s spigot had a slightly rounded face.
Once mounted in the jaws, Gerry proceeded to reshape the top end to accept the insert. On
this occasion, the external diameter of the insert was a little over 2 ¼ inches. The insert being
used was made of aluminium so a quick tip, to see where the internal shape needed
adjustment, was to rotate the insert in the whole. This left a grey mark on the timber which
showed where more timber needed to be removed.
Recess finished, a standard live centre was fitted to the tail stock and used to stabilize the
turning for the next stage, the creation of the holder. This was to be
a simple flute, created by another cove, in the first third of the
blank.
Only one offset was to be used on this demo and this was
achieved by slackening off the jaws and resetting the live centre at
the edge of the lip of the insert recess before tightening the jaws.
The off-centre work would consist of a single turn so in this
instance the cove would be longer and more gradual and cover
approximately half of the length of the blank.
To finish off the blank was returned to between centres and a half
ball and half cove turned to create the base.
Next up was what Gerry called his dog bone. Again the blank was
initially mounted between Steb centres, but on this occasion the
blank was not turned to a round but only the eight end corners
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eased sufficient to create a fixing point
for stage two. Now in this position this
might look to be the most unstable piece
so far but in truth it is potentially the most
stable. Gerry demonstrated this fact by
cranking the lathe up to the max. Which
whilst not creating any movement at the
lathe it did result in a few chairs close to
the aisle shuffling.
The key to this piece is to balance the
cuts from left and right as you progress.
This will ensure that the blank remains
balanced and therefore safe.
Once the centre has been turned the blank
was returned to between centres and the
top and bottom turned to preference. The
style is best displayed in the photo but note
the two half ball turnings which together
with the middle cove create the bone effect.
The candle cup and base shapes are to
choice and could equally be reversed or
repeated the opinions are almost endless.
The last of Gerry’s “Four Candles” was in part influenced by a call from the floor which asked if
the tulip from candle one could be fitted to the shaft of candle two. The simple answer was
yes. In effect almost any combination of top, middle and bottom was possible.
At the end of the demo Gerry donated all the candle holders to the club to be included in their
Xmas raffle for our chosen charity.

Earlier we mentioned that Gerry made his own inserts by what is
known as Spinning, and as promised he obliged us with a short demo
of what is involved. Whilst this can be done on a standard wood lathe
it does not involve any cutting but does require some specialist pieces of equipment. First of
these is the tool rest which is a substantial piece of metal into which had been drilled a series
of hole. These holes hold a peg which is used as a fulcrum for the spinning process.
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Next up is the mold or template for the final shape. This mold can be made of high grade poly
but even hard poly is likely to be altered by the pressures used in the process. A preferred
opinion would be metal or a hard wood but these take more time to prepare and are likely, in
the case of metal, to be a more expensive option where limited units of production are
required.
The final pieces of equipment are the tools. In the case of simple spinning these are round
bars of high grade steel where the ends have been turned and polished to create a smooth
dome. The quality of the finish is critical as any flaws in the surface will be transmitted to the
finished work.
For the metal to be turned both copper and aluminium are suitable materials but both should
be annealed before use to soften the metal and make the turning easier.
In practice. The toolrest and peg are fitted to the lathes banjo. The mold is secured in a
suitable chuck and the work held in place by a piece of molded poly fitted over a live centre

With the lathe turning, and working from the centre, the disc is then shaped by applying
pressure to the external face which will progressively reshaped the annealed metal to conform
to the mold.
This is of course a very brief description of the process and does not cover all the elements
involved. For a fuller understanding of the process and some of what it can achieve then log
on to one of the many YouTube demos available.

David Stratton

Annual service for the Patriot chuck.
Like me Arthur Martin maybe there are other SAW members who are not certain about the
annual service for the Patriot chuck.
I enquired 'how to' by email to Robert Sorby and received the below reply which others might
find useful to keep their chuck running sweet.
Regards
Arthur Martin

Sorby’s Reply:

*

Hello Arthur, I have attached a document that shows how to dismantle our chuck for
replacing parts. This same document will also show you how to dismantle for cleaning as well.
With regard to grease, a visit to a car spares shop for the smallest amount of grease suitable
for bearings running at high speeds will be fine.
If you can supply me with your address I’ll get a couple of bands in the post to you.
I hope this helps. PTO.
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Best Regards
Paul Richmond
Technical Advisor
Robert Sorby Ltd
Athol Road
Sheffield
S8 0PA
England
Tel: +44 (0)1142250700

*Editors Note
I have not been able to include the instructions within the
newsletter as it is in PDF format and is too big for here. So if
anyone wants the instructions please email me and I will
copy the .PDF file back to you. Email address is at back of
newsletter under Committee Members.
The band he is talking about is the red band that goes round
the chuck.
Colin Spain Editor

Axminster Demonstration 1st October
Rodney Goodship and I Denis Findlay were in the workshop area at the rear of the shop, there
is only one lathe for us to use in the new set up.
I started in the morning by turning one of the miniature bird houses complete with a bird sitting
on the perch. After that Rodney was demonstrating the marking out and making of Barley
Twists, he completed one and was part of the way through the second one by the time we
were due to leave.
Things were rather quiet in Axminster on Sunday, may be the dismal weather kept people at
home. We had one man interested in discussing how to do long hole boring for table lamps, it
turned out that he had already spoken to John Sherwood at Odiham and was looking for a
suitable lathe and equipment to start turning. We gave him some advice and showed him
some of the midi lathes that Axminster had on show, and also encouraged him to come along
to Open Day and some club nights.
Later we had a Forrest of Beer member pass the time of day with us and he had some people
with him who were chippies.
We also were asked for advice about whether a Firmer half round chisel looked strong enough
for the intended use. The lady with this gentleman then spotted the bird houses I had been
making and they asked if I could sell them one. To be honest I wasn't sure what the
protocol/ethics was for selling items inside Axminster, but decided it would be okay if I kept a
low profile over it. I didn't feel too bad about it, as later on, I purchased an Axminster spindle
gouge to replace the one I had that was almost ground down to its limit.
Rodney and I felt that being at the back of the shop with Jason Breach demonstrating at the
front (where we used to be), tended to keep people interested in watching a demo away from
seeing what we were up to at the back. We had no objection to Jason being there, but felt that
as far as recruiting new club members was concerned, we may have been wasting our time.
Regards from Denis Findlay

August Chairman’s Challenge
In July Paul Nesbitt demonstrated off centre turning so
that was the August challenge.
John Sherwood picking the winner of the Chairman’s
Challenge from the many off centre entries.
Many congratulations to Phil Todd who won the bottle
of wine for his beautiful candlestick.
Please see pictures on next page.
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