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My first job was to make a press to
compress the glued sheets while they
dried. I had a piece of Formica covered
blockboard that I cut in half. Then from
some Beech I turned four pegs on which I
cut a thread to form 4 bolts.
I had a piece of clear acrylic that was
10mm thick and glued other 3mm sheets
either side matching the colours having
roughed the surfaces on the belt sander.
Tensol 12 smells something rotten so I was
using a full respirator for the job. So as to
conserve the acrylic I decided to add two
lumps of Oak to the outside of the bottle
using PVA glue. This was placed in the
press and screwed up and left overnight to
dry. Some square pieces were glued and
clamped
to
make
a
bangle

ACRYLIC BOTTLE WITH ARROW
Watching Sarah Thirlwell at work in July
prompted me to have a go. I had bought
one of her bags of off cuts for £5.00.
Visiting a local sign writer in Aldershot I
obtained for free from his scrap pile a large
sheet of clear acrylic that had several large
letters cut out of it. In Farnham I had to pay
£10.00 for a strip of red 6” X 4’. The glue
Tensol 12, I found on the internet, which
cost £16.80 plus £6.00 postage and
packing.
The ends were trimmed on the band saw
and small blocks glued at each end to take
the head and tail centres.
I was wearing my Trend respirator and
gardening gloves. Taking fine cuts it was
quite easy to shape but everything was
getting covered in fine shavings of various
colours.
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The shade of the light was covered in
cobweb like stands of glue, possibly from
the sacrificial blocks. I was just starting the
shape the neck of the bottle when BANG,
one of the Oak sides flew off and would
have hit me on the nose if I was not using
the face shield. I do not know why it came
off, there was no evidence of a dig in. The
other side was quite difficult to remove.
So it was a question of gluing more
coloured sheets to the thickness of the Oak
and waiting for them to dry.
While I waited I mounted the acrylic for the
bangle on a wooden face plate and started
to cut the centre ring. Because of the
different angle to the work I did not bother
with the gardening gloves. In a moments
inattention the corner of the spinning work
hit the tips of my ring and little finger of my
left hand. These of course bleed profusely.
So it was no more turning and a trip to
Frimley hospital to wait three hours have
them bandaged up properly.

Next morning I decided to leave the bangle
for a while and trimmed the new edges of
the bottle on the band saw and fitted it back

between centres. With care the shape was
finalised and I started sanding from 180 to
12000 grit. Some of John Berkeley’s BGF
cream gave a good finish.
With the bottle still mounted between
centres I drilled a 8mm. hole at an angle
through the clear section of the bottle. A
10mm. hole was drilled in the neck and the
base sanded flat on the belt sander.
A suitable length of Beech was mounted
between centres to make the arrow with a
shaft diameter of 6.5mm. The cylindrical
flight and point were cut flat and sanded to
the correct shape.

A spare piece of Beech was cut and drilled
through the middle with a 6.5mm. bit. This
was cut down the length of the hole and 4
screws used to keep the halves together.
The arrow head was placed in a pan of
boiling water for 20 minutes. The arrow was
then placed in the mould and the screws
tightened. This I left overnight however I
had not tightened the block enough as
when I tried to fit the arrow there was an
edge of the point sticking out and I had to
repeat the boiling process and use a cramp
to close the block before tightening the
screws. This time it worked and the arrow
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went through the bottle. Running the arrow
head under a hot tap for a few minutes
allowed it to resume its shape.

He had cut up and glued an Oak chair leg
which he was using to make earring stands.

August Evening
This was a practical evening organised by
Colin. On the stage the competition was
being judged by Jennie and Brian with the
entries collated by Bernie. In front of the
stage on the left hand side George was
using the club Wivamac to make a wall
hanging out of an Australian Burr, Yellow
Box., which he would colour.

Next a new demonstrator, Arthur Martin
using his own variable speed Axminster
lathe. He does demonstrate at craft fairs.

In the other corner Jim Gaines was
demonstrating inlay work on a couple of
dishes. Next around the hall was another
new demonstrator, David Braken, using his
own Vicmark VL100. He had a supply of
freshly cut green Hazel which he was using
to cut and colour flower heads. John
Sherwood was using his own Aminster to
make Caddy spoons with the aid of a jig he
had made himself.

Phil and Robert were using the Jubilee to
make, what had started out as a large bowl.
Because Phil was turning the shop was
managed by Bill Thackeray.
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Paul was using his Axminster and was
showing how easy it was to melt and
shape pewter for finials and rims.

However make sure if it is an old item you
are melting that it has a Hallmark to
indicate its purity. In the centre of the hall
was Neil’s table with stickers and lists for
stewards for the coming events plus DVD’s
for hire. On another table was a display of
arrows in apples and bottles made by
various members. In the kitchen Sylvia was
helped dispense teas and coffees by John
Creasey.
Because Ian was recovering after a spell in
hospital the raffle was run by Harry & Bob
Jenkins. There were not many people but I
found it an interesting evening.

Jim Goodman Pt 5
(I wrote this in June for the July edition but
it somehow got lost in the ether!! - So I
have now updated it for the September
edition,
…. well I finally cracked the eggcup wall!
You may remember last time I wrote that I
was having trouble producing a set of 6
eggcups. I would get to eggcup No3 and
that was it. Well I finally produced my first
set of six and they were all the same size
too!!

Anyway, back to the next task set by my
Mentor, which was to “measure out the
spindle after it is round so that each bead
or cove is the same size……... not so easy
as it sounds is it?! Well after spending a
few frustrating hours at this task and
struggling with my spindle gouge profile
(again), I finally seemed to get the hang of
it and my profiles are improving.
I took the finished articles along to my next
mentoring session and got a couple more
“brownie points” and was now allowed to
move on to making bowls - yippee”.
I had made some unsuccessful attempts at
producing a bowl, but thought that I would
not let my Mentor know about that!! Again
it was back to basics with instruction on
speed, stance and the need for sharp tools
etc. After getting past the dig-ins and
skating-tool-syndrome I made progress and
started to “train my tool to go with the flow
of the wood” (I read that somewhere!)
I came away from that mentoring session
with a nice turned bowl, a few bowl blanks
to work with and the feeling that I had made
good progress. I then spent the next week
or so, (between visiting the Eden Project,
going down a tin mine, painting fence
panels, gardening and visiting a cider farm)
producing bowls that I can now inflict upon
my friends as Xmas presents!
As I have only just started woodturning
having a stock of wood seems to be my
main problem. I had read in a magazine
that if you have some off-cuts’ stick them
together to use as bowl blanks, so I thought
I’d have a go. The previous week my
neighbour was removing his hardwood
doorframe and was about to take it to the
dump but I “rescued” That was where my
first wood came from for my attempt at
turning a glued block. My first attempts
were a failure as trying to hand plane the
surfaces to be glued was not very
successful. Having now found a neighbour
with a thicknesser/planer the next batch of
glued blocks were more successful.
Although I now know that matching up the
grain gives a better finish.
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I had a call from a friend of a friend last
month to say that her neighbour had just
chopped down a tree – (species unknown)
and would I like a few off cuts. Not wanting
to look a gift horse in the mouth I said yes
please. A few days later I returned home to
find a pile of large off-cuts in my drive. I
think after all her good intentions the wood
may turn out to be too soft but I don’t think I
can tell her after her efforts to get the wood
for me. There is a chance that she may
soon have access to some oak, so I wait
with baited breath.
Now bearing in mind that I only have a
bench mounted Axminster I now have to
reduce these tree trunks into turn-able
blanks. I tried initially with a chain saw but
with little success so I think my next
purchase will have to be a band saw. So
until then is there anybody out there in the
Farnborough area who has access to said
saw or knows of anyone who might want to
sell second hand? (please call me on
07721 757675)

was pleased with my efforts and
improvement and suggested consider
putting something in the October Open Day
– so no pressure then!
You may remember me saying that I had
been having problems when using my
Spindle Gouges. Well with the influence of
my Mentor I seem to have gotten over that
hurdle. So much so, that when I was asked
by a friend to make her something to hang
her homemade necklaces on of course I
said “that was no problem – leave it to me!!
So having committed myself, what you see
below was not a first attempt but I think I
got away with it!!

My mentoring update is a little brief this
month as my retirement has now become
semi-retirement and I find myself working 2
days a week!! (taking up precious turning
time – how on earth did that happen!!) It’s
surprising how you seem to have fewer
hours in a day when you retire.
Well I have got some bowls to turn to
present to my Mentor at the next club night
so I had better press on before its time to
cut the lawn or paint another fence.
Fast forward to August …………………
Its now August and I have been making
steady progress under my Mentor’s whip –
so much so that he has suggested I put a
piece in the competition at the August
practical night. I have now produced 2
pieces and have to make a technical
decision as to which one I submit, so
…………. eeny, meeny, miny, mo!!
Well, I have just got back from the August
meeting with my little bit of paper with
marks on, after entering a bowl. My Mentor

As I have not been getting in much time at
the lathe just lately I had better set to task
on my piece for the October Open Day.
When you read this I will be somewhere in
the
Mediterranean
(no
chance
of
woodturning for at least to weeks then!!)
Now that the Stig has “come out” I think
that it is time to name my Mentor, so unless
I am issued with a gagging order he will be
revealed in the next Newsletter - so watch
this space.
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SEPTEMBER Evening
Our demonstrator this evening was Garry
Rance with son Luke looking after the sales
table. When Garry left school in 1975,
although he wanted to be a Gamekeeper
the choice at the Job Centre was a Metal
Turning apprenticeship or one in Wood
turning. Garry chose the latter and as he
was paid piecework he quickly learned to
turn fast. He stuck the job for 3 years.
Garry started his demonstration talking
about health and safety. The need for
safety goggles, a mask, good quality boots
to stop a dropped gouge cutting into a toe.
Also beware of clothing that could get
caught in the revolving work on the lathe.
He went on to demonstrate the different
cuts to make pommels, beads and coves
etc.
The object he intended to show us was a
Salt Bell. Something I had never heard of.
There is no part to twist. You shake it up
and down and salt will pour from a small
hole in the bottom. Luke was selling plans a
£3.00.
A block of Oak was mounted between
centres and quickly reduced to a cylinder
56mm in diameter. A spigot was cut to fit
the chuck. With the cylinder mounted in the
chuck, measure 42mm along it. On the
scrap end shape a funnel. Drill a 3mm hole
up the centre. Garry sanded from 180 grit
to 600 and then carefully parted off the
funnel.

right through the wood. Then using the
metal working tap the hole was threaded. A
normal wood thread chaser could not be
used because the Oak teeth would break
off and the hole size was too small.
A rebate was cut to take the funnel with the
nose inside the goblet shape. When a good
fit was achieved this was glued in place.
When dry the base was cleaned up, taking
care around the 3mm hole, and a small
groove cut to hide the glue join. Fit the
threaded hole end into a jamb chuck in the
lathe and carefully shape the outside of the
bell. Garry then sanded sealed and buffed
with grey webwrax.
A small length of Boxwood was mounted
between centres using a small steb centre
as the drive.
This he quickly reduced to a cylinder. One
end was reduced in size to the external
diameter of the tap used earlier. Garry uses
a pin board to mark the position of the
beads and coves needed. These he cut
them, making it look so easy. A small
chamfer was cut on the end of the spigot to
be threaded and the speed reduced to 300
to 400 rpm. The thread was cut using a
20TPI chaser. The handle was removed
from the lathe and tried in the top of the
bell. If it is too tight a fit, mount back in the
lathe and remove the tops of the teeth and
re cut the thread. When a good fit has been
obtained Garry shaped the ball at the other
end of the handle. He then sanded and
sealed etc before carefully parted off. A
skew chisel was used to cut off the pimple
left on the end.

Cut into the remainder to form an inverted
goblet which will hold the salt. Then with a
drill which was the diameter of the half inch
tap measured inside the teeth Garry drilled
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Garry used the last few minutes to show us
how to grind gouges etc. freehand.

WARCO 11th & 12th Sept.
It was an early start in the drizzle to unload
and set up our six lathes. Phil again
borrowed one of the large Warco machines.
There was a fair amount of interest from the
general public and a lot of club members,
some of whom had come to take advantage
of the reductions on many items. The buffet
lunch was very nice but not as good as last
year. In the current economic climate you
must expect some cost cutting. Colin was
pen making, Jennie was demonstrating her
pierced work. The noise of that dentists drill
can be upsetting a times.

Paul using his own insurance to instruct a
prospective new member.

SAW CLUB MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL

Rodney & Claire were making pens and
key rings and small bowls. I was using
laminated acrylic to make bottle stoppers.
Paul was turning various items in Walnut,
while Phil was roughing out large bowls. On
Sunday the fine weather brought out
another steam car and more model steam
traction engines.

There appears to be some confusion as to
when members should renew their
Membership. Although the clubs financial
year runs from the 1st January until the 31st
December, The membership year has to be
different. Otherwise no one would be
eligible to vote at the AGM.
So
membership for most people expires at the
end of January and they will pay the next
fee at the AGM or the following month.
Children still at school are classed as
Junior Members and only pay half the fee.
After the 1st August a new member is asked
to pay half the annual fee to cover them for
the rest of the year.
From the 1st of October, the payment of the
full fee (at present £25.00 ) will cover that
member for the rest of that year and the
whole of the next year irrespective of the
fee being increased at the next AGM.

RURAL LIFE
Weekend 25th/26th September
There was the usual small band of
volunteers at Mytchett to help load the Club
lathe and other bits and pieces on to Paul’s
new van to go to Tilford. There we quickly
unloaded and set up several lathes. We
also put up the party tent for the displays of
our work. On the Saturday there were
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myself, Jennie, Colin, Rodney, a new
demonstrator Paul Raubusch, John Creasy
and Paul.

As usual Rodney spent a lot of his time
explaining his puzzles. Quite a lot of the
public were interested in our work. I was
not there on the Sunday however Paul
advises that the additional demonstrators
were Harry & Claire. Apart from getting wet
packing up it was a good day. Many thanks
to the demonstrators and the several
members who came to act as stewards.
There did not appear to be a lot happening
outside. There was a big display of vintage
cars, a few static steam engines and two

small steam rollers trundling around plus
the usual logging crew working in the
woods.

CHRISTMAS CHARITY
This year we intend to raise funds for
Riding for the Disabled. RDA QUEST.
Don’s Wife Bunny is a volunteer with the
Langshot stables near Chobham.
Please bring along to the club on the next
few evenings any items that can be sold to
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raise funds. At the Xmas night, tea, coffee
and mince pies will be available for a
donation to this charity.

Paul’s

Paragraphs

August Club Night
I was one of the many demonstrators
working on that evening and so I did not get
to see what was going on. What I did notice
was that there was a lot of activity around
each demonstrator, which is a good thing. I
did manage to get a glimpse of the club
competition which was a really good display.
Well done to all those that entered.
September Club Night
This was another fine evening demonstration
from Gary Rance and his son luke at the sales
table. We were really entertained with his
skill as a woodturner and his friendly banter.
The idea of a salt shaker with a difference
was very unusual and I have already seen one
made by someone from the club.
Warco Open Day.
This was another great weekend event. We
had fine weather all weekend. The show was
well attended and we had a good display of
work and six lathes working. There were a lot
of people to talk to and we did just that. We
have even had some one join the club already.
Rural Life Centre
The set up on the Friday went well and we
were ready for the start of the weekend.
The weather was a little cooler but it stayed
dry right until we started to clear up on the
Sunday. Again lots of people to talk to and
we did. With six lathes working and Rodney

with his tricks and toys. Which kept the
visitors amused. This was another great
weekend.
Princes Mead
This is almost upon us again. The club has a
good chance of showing the public in
Farnborough what we get up to as
woodturners., or should I say show them the
art of woodturning. We have a large space
inside the shopping centre and some of the
members even sell their work. Above all it is
another one of those events that we enjoy
ourselves at.
Hands on Day
The list for November is filling up. As we had
to cancel the June date I am expecting a
full house. Remember this is about you and
your problems, but you must have the basic
knowledge of tool control and what tools for
the job. This is not for those who a just
starting out, that is where the mentoring
scheme comes. If you want more information
about mentoring speak to Jennie.
Running an event for SAW
The committee has been asked in the past if
members who cover events could be covered
on the clubs insurance. His has now been
made possible and we will be introducing a
pack for members who wish to either have a
display of work, sales table or even
demonstrate at a local show. For more
information speak to a committee member.
SAW logos
If you have not yet collected your free SAW
stick on logo please go to Neil’s table and
collect it. We also have for sale some
humorous stickers please have a look and buy
one to boost the club’s funds
Loaning a lathe
The club has two medium sized lathes which
we offer for loan to members who do not
have a lathe at the moment. These two
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lathes have been out on loan and the people
who had them have moved on and want to
return them so that another member may
benefit from there use. If you would like to
loan a lathe to get you started please
contact a committee member. There is no
charge for this service.
Tools
The tools seem to be going out regularly on
loan. Don’t be afraid to hire these out for a
try or a particular job you want to do. It is a
very reasonable price for a month’s hire on a
try before you buy basis. We now have two
additions to the tools with threading and
long hole boring tools.

YOUR NEWSLETTER NEEDS YOU TO PUT
PEN TO PAPER
As you can see this issue is only 8 pages,
some of which is filled with old photographs. If
you have something to say then please write a
small article and send it in. It could be about a
wood turner you saw on holiday , how you are
getting on with a new tool you have bought. If
you want to comment about the running of the

club or some other issue These can be printed
anonymously as happened with a series of
letters I published several years ago. The more
items there are the more interesting this
Newsletter will become. Don’t worry about your
style of prose. I recon I am only a trypist! Have
a go and surprise yourself. It does not have to
be a typed computer file. I will type up a hand
written article. Also photos would help.

Something Paul did not mention in his
Paragraphs is the Clubs Own Open day
on Sunday 31st October. We need you to
volunteer as Stewards. List on Neil’s
table.

Entry forms for the Open Day
Competitions
are
attached
or
enclosed with this newsletter

10

FACEBOOK
It was one of those emails that you dread, could you write an article on facebook, something along the
lines of an idiots guide! My first thought was the phone call from my mother a week or two ago where
she was having problems and in need of some IT support. For over an hour l was trying to get her to
click the Microsoft icon on the top left of the screen, and was fully frustrated that she could not see it.
The penny dropped when she said “all l can see is some writing that says Sony” She was looking at the
frame of the computer screen not the viewing screen, at that point l thought IT support was not for the
faint hearted.
The clubs facebook page has been up and running for a month or two now and we presently have
twenty two members, with a few of us being active. We have had request from non club members to
join the group but have politely declined them. The SAW facebook group is for members only and is a
way that we can help, support; discuss all thing SAW and woodturning related. Examples of the
discussions so far have been Chris’s daily updates of setting up and running of the Ally Pally show
where we were kept informed about the new lighting set-up for the SAW display, the fight with the lift
and one item that grabbed my attention was a lathe that cost £7,000.
We’ve also had questions on the running of the practical night, a discussion on the video system after
the last demo night that gave Chris and Robert some very good feedback. We also had a link posted that
enabled us to watch a trailer of Les Thorns new DVD . Adrian posted a photo of his new lathe that he
acquired via Mark Sanger its a Hegner! The thing l like about
photographs of other peoples workshops is you can see all sorts
of things like Adrian keeps his chisels on the workshop ceiling –
great idea.
I posted some photos of a bowl from a branch an idea l stole
from, or is it inspired by, an article in February’s Woodturning
magazine. Colin posted a photo of the SAW Ally Pally display,
and Jenny posted a link to a video of how the platters that were
presented to the Founder SAW
Members at the AGM were made.
So

how can you get
involved: First you have
to join facebook as an individual, and then secondly join
the Surrey Association of Woodturners group, you can do
the second part by searching for Surrey Association of
Woodturners with the facebook search or by emailing
saw.facebook@ntlworld.com with your name and the email address that you use to
log on to facebook.
Facebook has more features that what l have mentioned and if you want to explore all
of these l suggest you talk to an IT savvy teenager or pop down the local library and
ask the IT assistant to show you around facebook. Finally Chris and myself are
willing to help you get started.
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