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New Members
Nigel Turnbull
Peter Harris

When this fitted, the two pieces were
mounted between centres and the outside
suitably embellished with a 3/8th spindle
gouge. Sand though grades 120 to 600 and
part off and clean up the ends. This would
be buffed latter.

Bob Anstee
Paul Sternberg

Paid up Membership

169

Next was an egg in Leopard pattern
alternative ivory. A rod of the material about
2” diameter and three inches long was fixed
between centres and roughed out . Lots of
people say one should scrape the material
but Guy prefers to cut it with gouge and
skew. Care is needed not to be too
aggressive or the material will chip.

Items for the Diary
Friday 14th December XMAS Special
Friday 11th January 2008

A.G.M.

October Meeting

He then showed us his Beal Buffing Set.
Each one of three mops was screwed
onto the lathe and loaded with wax. First
Trippoli wax was used and the egg and the
needle case buffed. The second mop had
White Diamond, also known as High Fin,
and the items buffed again . Lastly Carnuba
wax was used to give a high finish, which
Guy finds make the eggs more saleable.
These he can sell for £15.00!

Our demonstrator was Guy Ravine. He
started turning in 1979 following in his
father’s footsteps when they live in
Northamptonshire. Dad moved to Cornwall
and after a few months Guy rejoined him.
He
has
now
moved
back
to
Northamptonshire where he now teaches
and exhibits at home and abroad.
He started his demonstration with a
threaded
needle
case
in
African
Blackwood. The top he reduced to the
desired diameter and drilled it and then
using a 7/16th Whitworth tap produced a 14
TPI female thread, turning the lathe by
hand. The bottom was drilled for the
needles and a spigot cut to size to accept
the female thread. A small recess was cut
at the shoulder and a 14 TPI male thread
cut. This was slightly too large, so the
spigot needed to be reduced and the
thread cut again.

He then proceeded to show us his Spindle
Turning Reference Diagram, and in about
10 minutes produced over 18 different
shapes on a ¾” square piece of oak. The
names varied from Abacus, quirk, neck,
tulip, ogee, astragal, scotia, ovolo, cavetto ,
reeds (3 beads together), pommell and
plinth. It would have taken me several
hours to reproduce these shapes!
Then he showed us how to make drawer
knobs.
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Last of all he turned a piece of bone to
make a lace bobbin using a 3/8th spindle
gouge. He recounted his problems boiling
down some marrow bones. He uses metal
polish for the final finish.
An interesting evening.

C.A.W.
A report by Robert Grant
Last month I was on holiday in Cornwall
and arranged to go to the Cornwall
Association of Woodturners (C.A.W) club
night on the 28th September, The chairman
there Mike Adams made us feel very
welcome and it was a very good night.

I also asked where they go for there wood
and he mentioned John Bradford's based in
Ottery St Mary, roughly between Yandles
and Axminster, John supplies a lot of wood
to people like Nick Agar and Gary Rance
and does all the cutting, sealing, drying and
blanking himself, I got some absolute
bargains from him and nearly didn't get it all
in the car for the trip home, not sure if he is
well known but really worth a visit.
John Bradford
Burcombe Flower Farm,
Wiggaton, Ottery St. Mary
Devon
EX11 1PU
Tel: 01404 814533

Mike asked me to extend a welcome to all
the Surrey members and said anyone
going down to Cornwall on Holiday would
be welcome to future demo's and club
nights, they are situated near Truro at
Wheel
Jane

Anyway, thought the club should know, if
you want any more details give me a shout,
photo's attached.
Robert Grant

http://www.cornwallassociationofwoodturners.org.uk
/

November Meeting

They have fantastic facilities down there
with a dedicated Club house situated in the
grounds of an old tin mine, 10 lathes
permanently set up with training sessions 3
days a week + Demo's and club nights.
They had two blind turners as well, and it
was amazing to see how they worked, the
quality of their finishing was the best in the
club, in fact one blind chap helped judge for
competitions as his feel for finish was better
than sighted people.

Our demonstrator was Colin Simpson, who
is no stranger to the club, having
demonstrated before and judged at
previous Open Days.
This evening he intended to show us multi
centred turning using a simple home made
chuck. This consisted of two discs of ½” ply
about 4” diameter & 5” diameter. The
smaller disc had a recess cut to fit the
metal chuck. They were held together by
three screws spaced equidistantly around
the smaller disc. They were numbered 1, 2,
& 3.
The wood to be turned, a piece of Elm from
Burt Marsh should have been glued on to
the larger disc, but as Colin had forgotten
his hot melt gun, this was screwed until
John Sherwood came back with his gun.
The ply chuck and elm were mounted on
the metal chuck and the edge of the blank
trimmed using a finger nail profile gouge
pushing in from the face of the blank. Then
a pull cut was used to clean up the face.
Colin then cut a spigot 2.5 mm deep.
Remove the work from the lathe and take
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out screws number 2 and 3. Twist the
smaller disc anticlockwise until the rim
meets the rim of the larger disc. Secure in
this in position with a screw and remount
the work. As the spigot will be revolving
eccentrically you need to mark around it so
as not to cut away part of it. Check the
work rotates freely before turning on the
lathe.

Cut the side of the bowl. Care is needed,
caress the bevel not rub it. You may wish to
make a cardboard template to ensure that
all three facets are similar. Shear scrape if
required. Colin would normally sand at this
point. Power sand to 400 grit and then by
hand to 1500 grit. Remove from the lathe
and replace screw No. 2 and rotate the
bowl about this screw as before and secure
with another screw. Continue the shape
balancing the curves. Scrape and sand as
before. Repeat this procedure with the
bank rotated about screw number 3.
Normally a short while in a microwave
would soften the glue and allow the elm to
be removed from the ply chuck.
Reverse the blank and glue it to the ply
chuck so that each of the three edges is in
the middle of the three marked screws.
Pivot the work about screw number 1. Use
a conventional ground gouge to cut into the
face of the bowl, then as before repeat the
procedures pivoting about screws 2 and 3
in sequence, to produce the three cornered
design.
Time was running out when Colin went on
to show us how to make a triangular
shaped box. A block of timber was
mounted between centres and using a

roughing gouge converted to a cylinder.
The point of a skew was used to trim the
ends. The wood was taken from the lathe.
Accurate marking was now required. On
each end a circle was drawn 4mm in from
the edge and another drawn half way to the
centre. Using dividers or a compass 3
points were marked around the inner circle.
Thus at the centre, each point was 120’
from the next. These points were numbered
1, 2, & 3, on each end. The wood was now
mounted between centres using points No.
1 and the surface turned way until the
surface touched the outer circle. This was
repeated using
points number 2, and
again points number 3. This produced the
curved triangular shape for you the make a
box in the usual manner.

As usual a very informative and
entertaining evening.

Letters
In an effort to get more articles etc for the
newsletter I have decided to print the
following letter under the alias as requested
by the author. I hope it will produce some
comment. Providing I have the name and
address of each correspondent they can
use a Nome de Plume if you want.
By Confused of SAW
What is Woodturning?
To my mind woodturning is a
piece of work that has been
mostly made and finished on the
lathe, it is not a piece of work
that spends say ½ an hour on the
lathe and hours maybe days being
worked on. To me that am applied
art, is it be carving colouring
whatever. So how is such work
entered
in
a
woodturning
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competition? Let it be in a
separate class. I.e. if less
than 75% of the work is on the
lathe
it
goes
into
none
woodturning section. There is a
very
good
reason
for
this
suggestion, I do not think it
encourages novices who see very
good
turning
losing
out
to
simple
but
highly
decorated
items.
There are 2 important things I
need to say
1. This is not sour grapes I
did not enter any work.
2. I like this type of work
and admire the skills and
methods in its delivery. I
just do not think it is
WOODTURNING.
CONFUSED

photo display and some exhibition pieces.
Along with the turners, several members
were available to talk to the public about
the club and what was going on.
We had a lot of interest from the shoppers,
it was rare not to have an audience during
the whole day. There was a lot for them to
see from Phil Wolsencroft’s big bowls at
one end and at the other end of the scale,
Mel Martin’s miniatures at the other end. In
between were the rest of us making pens,
tea lights, fruit, baby rattles, and boxes etc.

PRINCES MEAD 6th OCTOBER
A report by John Sherwood
In an effort to promote our club to the
general public, and also promote the Open
Day as well, Roy Edwards organised a
public demonstration at the Princes Mead
Shopping Centre at Farnborough. It meant
an early start to get a parking space near to
the doors, to make it easy moving lathes
before too many people started shopping.
We were given a corner site opposite the
entrance and Roy had already covered
over the balustrade so that customers of
the Café below did not have to filter out
wood shavings from their coffee.

We set up five lathes, two tables with items
for sale and also the Club screen with a

The day passed very quickly as there was
a lot of good natured banter going on with
everyone enjoying being there. Four o’clock
soon came and it was time to clear up.
The day was a success for a number of
reasons:1. We all enjoyed being there.
2. The public enjoyed what we were
doing.
3. It was a good opportunity for the
Club to advertise itself, in fact we
have had several visitors from that
day and a couple of new members.
4. It showed the younger generation
what they no longer see in school.
Without the youngsters seeing us
enjoying what we do and taking up
the hobby (now or later on) it will be
difficult to keep the Club going.
Finally I wish to say to Roy – Well done, a
very good show and a special vote of
thanks to Bill Thackery for his help to Roy
with transport and packing.
We have been invited back by the
management, so watch this space.
Photos by Pete Evans
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29th/30th September - Rural
Life Centre
Ain’t life grand after a spell of really
good weather, it broke, and well the
Saturday was a bit damp, not too bad
though, in fact I do not think anything
could have dampened our spirits. Visitors
on the Saturday were few and far
between, but the Sunday was a different
matter the weather was better and the
crowds came out and there was a lot
going on.
For Paul Nesbitt his weekend started on
the Thursday afternoon, as it happened
the committee had a meeting on the
Thursday evening in Yateley, so Paul
deemed it sensible to take his caravan to
Rural Life Centre and set up before the
meeting so that he could save himself a
journey back home seeing as he would
have to come back again on Friday. What
happened then is the best get out of a
committee meeting I have ever heard.
The centre padlocked the gate with Paul
on the inside with his car, it was a
combination lock and Paul had not got the
number. I got a very sheepish call from
Paul saying you won’t believe what has
happened.
On the Friday a number of us went to
help setup ready for the weekend.

Over the course of the weekend the
demonstrators were Paul Nesbitt, Jennie
Starbuck, Rodney and Claire Goodship,
Brian Rogers, George Nichols, Oliver
Hardy, Neil Lofthouse and Nick Smith.
I was next to Jennie who was
demonstrating not only turning but her
piercing work using her dental drill (I am
sure she does it on purpose).
Things that were being made included
Pens, Bottle Stoppers, Platters, Bowls,
Fruit, and Light Pulls. All these items
were put on a touchy-feely table for
people to see and touch.
During the weekend one of our new
members came along with his family for a
bit of hands on, and it really was hands
on with the whole family having a go
including his two young daughters under
the very watchful eye of Paul, well done
to them, and to you Paul.

Roy took up his role as Catering Manager
as Roy does so well, and his theme for
the weekend was “well there is a war on”
referring to us not wasting the plastic
cups and such like.
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Later on Saturday Paul doled out to the
demonstrators a thermal cup with lid
courtesy of his boss at Anixter where he
works. These will get a lot of use in the
future “well there is a war on”. There
were some wonderful pieces on display in
the marquee, we should all be very proud
of what we can achieve, and I know I’m
right, the public were telling us so.
Our new S.A.W. banner was used for the
first time, this certainly shows people
where we are.
I was chuffed to bits on the Sunday
when a lady picked up a small cedar bowl
I had literally just finished, and she
wanted to buy it, I was reluctant as I
had planned to put it towards the
Christmas charity. But she was so keen I
said she could have it for £6 and I would
give the money to Macmillan Cancer
Support as my wife had just overseen
The Big Coffee morning on the Friday
and was sending her cheque off on the
Monday, so I was happy my wife was
happy, and so was the lady. It was good
to see Rays widow, Maureen there
amongst the visitors. It was whilst we
were there on the Sunday that I met up
with Chris Sheppherd and he signed our
lottery grant application as our sponsor.
All in all a very enjoyable weekend, lets
hope there are many more. My thanks to
Paul for arranging it and to all those who
demonstrated, stewarded, and to Roy for
the tea and coffee.
As reported by Colin Spain

A Note from Ray’s wife Maureen
I would like to thank Paul for organizing &
everyone who contributed to the book of
remembrance for Ray.

I thought you would like to know, you & all
of Ray's friends & family donated £1090.
(£590 to cancer Research & £500 to British
Heart Foundation.)
Ray was no carpenter in the house but
loved woodturning. He enjoyed the friends
he made with SAW.
I hope you all can learn & enjoy the hobby
as much as he did.

Colin’s Columns
The open day has now been and gone,
when I took over as Chairperson Jennie
said that the open day was a lot of work,
and she was right. It is rewarding work
though and with the team behind you it
all comes together, when the day arrives
you just get caught up in the machine and
get bowled along. Boy was I tired at the
end of the day and I know most of the
members who were involved must have
felt the same. So my heartfelt thanks to
all of you who took part whether it was
demonstrating,
competition
setup,
stewarding, and setting up or taking
down.

Lottery Grant
The application went in on the 8th
October, I have everything crossed. The
Lottery Fund is Awards for All; they
have already been in touch asking
questions of Peter our treasurer. If all
goes well I expect to hear something
around the end of November.

Christmas Practical night
I shall be contacting members during the
next few weeks inviting them to
participate; the evening will have a
Christmas theme
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The night also includes the Turner of the
Year Competition, if you have a piece
scoring 9.5 or 10 in one of the 3 rounds
held this year this makes it eligible for
the Turner of the Year Competition,
bring it along so it can be displayed and
judged by the members in the second
half of the evening, a committee member
will be in touch to remind you if your
piece is eligible.
Don’t forget a piece entered for Open
Day can now be entered for the Club
competition in December - so we expect
a lot of entries!
This year in light of the sad loss of Ray
Taylor to cancer I think it only fitting
that what ever we make on the night, as
before it will be for the Beacon Centre
at Guildford Hospital, see:http://www.thebeaconservice.org.uk/ind
ex.html.

Princes
Mead
Shopping
Centre - 6th October
This event went extremely well, I am
only sorry that I could not give the day
more time, still I was there about 3
hours and I got a very positive feel from
those members of the public I spoke to,
I believe one or two have now joined the
club. Many thanks to Roy Edwards who
organised the event, and to all those who
took part. Have you seen John
Sherwoods write up in this news letter?

Open Day 2007 - October
28th
I am pleased to report that the day was
a great success with around 500 visitors
to the show. There was £841 taken on
the door and the raffle took a healthy
£303. We broke even on the day in fact

there was a profit of £79.62. At least
we were not in the red; we do not go out
to make a big profit. It is just our show
case; I look at it as the culmination of
our year when we show the public and
other clubs just what we can do. Having
the other clubs there and the inter club
competition
promotes
healthy
competition and brings more people
through the door. This year we had 3
professional turners 2 more than last
year. The show was advertised on BBC
South Today, and after the event we got
a 40 second slot on Thames Valley
tonight, which featured Les Thorne and
Jennie’s hands. We also had a bit in the
local Star free paper. I must thank Ian
Williams and Harry Snelling for running
the raffle, well done to you both. My
thanks also go to Roy and Jennie for
organising the competitions, which this
year we slimmed down to speed up the
judging process, by dropping the open
day leg of the SAW Club competition and
limiting the number of pieces to 3 items
for the faceplate competition and up to 3
items for the spindle competition, and no
double entering of pieces, this enabled
the Judging to be done quicker, thus
being able to let visitors in to view the
displays earlier.

AGM 11th January 2008
The agenda for the AGM is included in
this issue. Several committee members
will not be standing for re-election, plus
we need to find a replacement for our
dear Ray, so we need nominations for new
committee members. If you are
interested please talk to a committee
member. It means a commitment of
about 10 evenings a year and some of
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your time. It is worthwhile and the club
needs you.

Finally
With the end of the year rapidly
approaching I am already looking at next
year. I am happy to say that after some
concern that the Alexandra Palace
International Woodworking Show was not
going to happen in 2008, the show is now
being advertised on the Alexandra Palace
website for 8th to 10th February.
Magicalia the company who took over and
rescued last years show are now
organising it, I have been in touch with
them and they will let me know in due
course if we will be invited. We have
already been invited to WL Wests show
on 2nd and 3rd of May 2008 so make a
note in your diary for those events.

Open Day

Colin your Chairman

Rural Life above & Princes Mead below
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Results SAW Annual Competition October 2007
Beginners Competition - Mainly Faceplate Turning
First
name
Andrew
Bill
Robert
Robert
George

Surname

item

wood

Owen
Riley
Grant
Grant
Nichols

box
sculpted bowl
bowl
bowl
Large platter

American black walnut
beech
brown mallee burr
tulip
Western grey burr

result
1st
2nd
3rd
HC
HC

Beginners Competition - Mainly Spindle Turning
Bill
Robert

Riley
Grant

trembleur trio
golf ball trophy

Peter
Bill

Shears
Riley

goblet
Picasso apple

Ash
Sycamore and
cocobola
Beech
cherry

1st
2nd
3rd
HC

Novice Competition - Mainly Faceplate Turning
Joy
Neil
Claire
Joy

Bell
Lofthouse
Goodship
Bell

square edged bowl
bowl
oyster box
Small bowl

sycamore
Spalted beech
pur amarillo
zebrano

1st
2nd
3rd
HC

Intermediate Competition - Mainly Faceplate Turning
Bill
Roy
Roy

Thackeray
Edwards
Edwards

clock
Spice rack
clock

walnut and pine
?
Maple and purpleheart

1st
2nd
HC

Intermediate Competition - Mainly Spindle Turning
Paul

Nesbitt

Roy
Bill

Edwards
Thackeray

pair of three- sided
candlesticks with a
twist
clock
vase

limed oak

1st

zebrano
purpleheart

2nd
3rd

Open Competition - Mainly Faceplate Turning
Jennie

Starbuck

Rodney
Chris
Rodney
John
George

Goodship
Wallace
Goodship
Sherwood
Walton

pierced bowl with
copper leaves and
flowers
bowl with undercut rim
fruit bowl
egg holder
bowl
small box

sycamore

1st

?
burr chestnut
ash
?
brown mallee

2nd
3rd
HC
HC
HC
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Open Competition - Mainly Spindle Turning
Rodney
Ian
David

Goodship
Williams
Booth

John
Rodney

Sherwood
Goodship

large candlestick
vase
three-sided table lamp
with a twist
lidded goblet
ship’s wheel with clock

oak
laburnum
limed oak

1st
2nd
3rd

mulberry
sapele and maple

HC
HC

Open Invitational Competition
Name
John

Whittle

ITEM
Lidded bowl, pierced
& painted

Brian
Rodney
Robert

Mitchell
Goodship
Grant

Pat

Hughes

Segmented bowl
Finial box
Natural edged
vase
Arabic coffee
pot

WOOD
sycamore

CLUB
Coombe Abbey

result
1st

yew
?
?

Forest of Bere
SAW
SAW

2nd
3rd
HC

Pear and oak

Orchard
Woodturners

HC

Vice President’s Platter –
Bill Riley - for a ‘Trembleur Trio’ in Ash
President’s Platter –
Jennie Starbuck - for a pierced bowl in sycamore
with copper leaves and flowers
Awards:

These will be presented at the Club Practical Evening on December 14th. First prize in
each section is an engraved tankard. Second and third place awards are medals in presentation
boxes.

Thank you to every member who entered something in the competition. Congratulations to all of
the winners and highly commended entries – but congratulations too for everyone who ‘had a go’.
If you wondered why your entry did not win, or what you could try to do to improve your chances
of a win next year, please bring the piece in on December 14th and have a word with ‘The Doctor’.
Thanks too to the members who entered pieces in the Invitational competition.

Club Table Invitational Competition for ‘The President’s Gavel’
Results:
1st place
- Orchard Woodturners (Kent)
nd
2 place
- West Sussex Woodturners
rd
3 place
- Cheam Woodturners
Highly Commended - Surrey Association of Woodturners
Highly Commended - Thameside Woodturners (Essex)
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More Open Day photos.

Thanks to Roy Edwards, Ollie Hardy & Pete Evans for the photographs.
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