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       Surrey Association of Woodturners                   
 

     
 

 

   Newsletter March 2020  
    Reports, News and Views from North West Surrey 
 
 

New Members 
 

Welcome Back Mr Paul Spence  Member No. 590 
Welcome  to    Major Rupert Catt   Member No. 794 
Welcome  to    Mr Gary Coles   Member No. 795 
Welcome  to    Mr Pete Brayne  Member No. 796 
Welcome  to    Mr Phil Brownjohn  Member No. 797 
 

PAID UP MEMBERSHIPS for 2020 are 113 
(As of going to press) 
 
Items for the Diary   

17th April Practical Evening -     Cancelled Keep a check on notices 

25th to 26th April Rural Life Museum -  Cancelled  

15th May Gary Rance –             Cancelled Keep a check on notices 

16th May Surrey Heath Show  - Cancelled  

7th June Axminster Basingstoke Store- Cancelled  

12th June Club Turner - To be advised Keep a check on notices 

 
A message from your Chairman 
 

Dear Members, 
During these worrying times we hope that you are all coping with the current emergency and 
very much hope that all of you are keeping well. 
During the Les Thorne demonstration a ballot was held to see how many members wanted us 
to try to keep the club nights going and it was heartening to find at least half of those attending 
wanted that to happen, it also surprised me how many turned up to see Les. 
 

Unfortunately, since then circumstances and advice have overtaken us, which means we can 
no longer hold our meetings, however much we want them to continue. If you look at the 
website, you will see that all of our events up to the start of June have been cancelled. Events 
like Rural Life, Axminster Shop in Basingstoke and the Surrey Heath Show just will not 
happen and we have no control over these cancellations. Of course we have also had to 
suspend our mentoring scheme and workshop day. We can only guess what will happen in 
June and July and wait and see what the advice will be by then. 
 

Your committee are working hard to see if we can find the best way we can stream 
demonstrations on club nights to those of you who have a computer of some sort, and the 
willingness to try something new! To this end the committee have been trialling a program 
called Zoom, which we have used for meetings with great success. Before club night, we will 

TOP TIP’s and articles 
If you have a tip or article to share 
please email it to Colin Spain at 
the address shown in contacts at 
back of this newsletter. 
If a tip keep it short, and if we are 
happy with it, I will include it in 
one of the newsletters. 
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send you instructions on how to join a meeting, and support you by phone if you find them 
incomprehensible and hard work! I know Jennie has been sending out information sheets 
about what is going on and I urge you to please read these so as to keep abreast with what 
the club can offer. 
 

So please stay safe and keep well. 
 
 Mike Spaven 
 

 

SAW Buddy System Maps and Where We Are. 
 
Several years ago, we had a conversation with Mark Baker on things to do to improve our club 
and to help members. His response was to describe a buddy scheme and to have a system 
where club members could see where other members may live. Since then, what could have 
been a simple task was made more complicated by data privacy legislation. Colin Rowe, 
David Stratton and Chris Starbuck have now updated the GOOGLE map found on the club 
site “About the club”. If you go to the club website and click on the” About the Club tab” and 
then click on the “Where are we map”, a box will appear and you will need to enter the user 
name and password given by David Stratton when you paid your membership. You will only 
have this access if you have requested it and have approved the use of your data for the  
purpose of the Buddy System.  
 
By clicking the plus or minus symbol at the  
bottom right of the map you can increase  
the map detail to suit your needs.  

 
Or if required you can go full screen by  
using the icon in the top right of map or  
decrease. 
 
Not all browsers are the same the full screen symbol is not always there and you need to use 
the wheel on the mouse to enlarge the map, and click and drag with the mouse to move 
around. On some touch screen tablets you may need to use the two finger method to expand 
the map. Using this you can increase the map detail to suit your needs.  
 
The map has been colour coded into a number of areas 

Charles Cunningham 
 

As you now know Charlie sadly 
passed away in January. We 
thought you may like to see 
this photo of Charlie on the 
right with Mike Morley left. I 
believe this photo was taken at 
an exhibition we used to attend 
at Surrey Heath Museum back 
in the early days of the club. 
Note the display stands, long 
gone now. 
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Area code  Nominal Area 

A  Ash, Normandy 

C  Reading, Wokingham, Bracknell, Early 

D Camberley, Frimley 

E  Farnborough 

G Fleet. Church Crookham, Basingstoke 

H Milford, Godalming, Wonersh, Wormley 

J Slough, Windsor 

K Feltham, Hounslow 

L Blackwater, Sandhurst 

M Weybridge 

N Woking, Bisley. Naphill 

 
As the map exists today, the colour code for some 9 people does not match the natural area 
e.g. someone marked I is actually in an area N. We are working on these anomalies. You will 
know who you are, where you live and can see where your natural area is. Please let any 
member of the committee know if you have agreed to be on the map but are not currently 
showing on the map. 
We wanted to show the location of mentors for an area and also committee members. This will 
also come with time.  
 
The buddy system Map is in an easy format, is confidential to members and shows 
 1 where members live 

2 A contact number 
As the club has grown, new members have joined and may live in an area where we have 
existing members. It is a means to help each other if for example you have transport problems 
and need help to get to club nights after the current crisis. In this time of COVID-19 isolation, it 
may be helpful to have another person to talk to break the day to day tedium. 
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Mike’s Meditations from the lathe Chapter 8 

 
Well the paint has gone so I now have an excuse to not paint ha ha! We had our first 2020 
demonstration at Axminster with David Stratton and I on show. It is a magpie’s paradise with 
all the shiny new stuff on display.  If you turn up to buy, please remember to bring your SAW 
membership card to qualify for the club discount on turning stuff. Several club members turned 
up to support us and to chat with the customers. Success is measured against new members 
joining as well as giving impartial advice to customers. We had at least 3 potential new 
members. 
It is always nice to cover a feel good event with Charlie Quay- Barnham representing the 
Phyllis Tuckwell Care homes and Sue Surman and Liz Newlands family representing 
Camberley MENCAP receiving cheques for £500 each. Each supported charity came from 
recommendations in memory of club members who had recently passed on.  
At last the fires are out at my cousin’s farm in New South Wales and the dams on the land 
have now filled up with the recent rain. The grass has started to grow and I am sure there are 
happy cattle on the farm. It’s funny but the cattle, like children, are fussy eaters. At first, they 
would not eat the sugar cane tops but given there was no alternate, they were munching away 
on sugar cane tops by the end of the week. A good lesson for dogs and children! 
My turning has been hit and miss this month. Each time I get started on a project then I had to 
stop to do something else. I ordered another batch of pepper mills from Styles and Bates and 
they were delivered 2 days later. Excellent service. I intend to try the Woodmill type grinder as 
well but more on this later. For the club members not familiar with Styles and Bates, their 
catalogue has a wonderful” how to/ use” some of the products they sell as well as being a 
good source of timber and other tools. 
One of our mentees was having a problem with finishing cuts and came round for a quick 
session. Part of the problem was having the flute at the 6 o’ clock position and the second part 
was controlling how aggressive the cut was. It seemed that as the gouge went further down 
the bowl, it seemed to cut deeper. I showed a technique where more pressure went into the 
tool rest and to use a push pull back technique to control the pressure at the gouge tip as well 
as orientating the flute at the 2/ 3 pm position. Hopefully success will follow. Another member 
popped round to discuss the use of belt type sharpening systems. I was able to talk about my 
history with the system I use, its pros and cons as well as use of different abrasive for 
shaping, sharpening and aluminium oxide for non HSS tools. If you are planning a major 
expenditure, it is worth contacting club members to get some feed back before committing 
hard earned cash 
I have just tried turning a piece of monkey puzzle branch wood kindly given by Phil 
Wolsoncroft. I intended to make a bud vase but made the mistake of not centring the pith on 
the drive/ live centre and when drilling out the vase bit, the pith burst through the thin heart 
wood so now off to try version 2. This 
off-centre technique has worked well 
with yew especially when making 
goblets or other narrow stemmed 
items. Lesson learnt – leave shaping 
the outer part of the vase until drilling 
is complete. Drill out the pith starting 
with a smaller bit and build up to the 
finishing diameter. Clear the debris 
more frequently as it was the packing 
of the dust around the bit that caused 
the original problem. I stabilised the 
pith on the bottom with super glue. 

Mike Spaven 
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Presentations and Awards  
A big thank you from the committee for all our members who contributed through the year to 
the charity fund. The donations of wood, tools, books quizzes and raffles made the donation to 
Phyllis Tuckwell Care Homes and Camberley Mencap possible.  
We received the following from Phyllis Tuckwell Care homes:-  
 

“We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone at 
the association who made this fantastic donation 
possible. We are also really grateful for all the 
wonderful, carefully crafted, wood turned items which 
were donated for us to sell at our charity shops, and 
they continue to raise even more money for Phyllis 
Tuckwell. We rely on our local community to continue 
our care free of charge as only 20% of our costs are 
covered by the NHS/Government; the Surrey 
Woodturners donation of £500 could pay for three days 
of care by one of our Hospice Care at Home nurses - 
supporting patients who wish to remain at home at the 
end of their life and we are so grateful for all the 
members continued support.” 
 
And from Camberley Mencap:-  
 
“It was very kind of SAW to give such a generous 
donation to Mencap and I was touched that you 

included Robin in your speech on Friday evening. I 
know that Julie, who accepted the cheque on behalf 
of Mencap, would like to send you the thank you card 
she has written and also a photograph of the Monday 
club run by Mencap.” 
 
It is amazing that we have so many of the early 
members of the club who have passed 20 years as 
club members. Congratulations to Barry Alder, Neil 
Lofthouse, Brian Rodgers (no photo) and Bill 
Thackeray. The plaque for John Wakeford was 
collected by his son – Ian and will be passed on to 
John’s family. Thanks to Colin Rowe who turned the 
beautiful plaques, to Jennie Starbuck who did the 
dedication on each plaque and Graham Mansfield for 
the photographs (Apologies to Graham for the photo 
shop work). 
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Thank you letter from 
Phyllis Tuckwell. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you letter from 
Camberley Mencap.  
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More presentations - 

 
Denis Findlay Turner of the Year and Premier Class winner       Barry Alder - Presidents Gavel 
 

Axminster Demonstration February 2020 
 
It was a warm dry day for our first Axminster club demonstration. David Stratton had already 
arrived for an early set up along with help from John Creasey and 
Phil Hamilton. David was the first to turn and planned to turn a 
Christmas table decoration based on the Emma Cooke Christmas 
bauble. David adapted this to have a finished item with no wires or 
battery showing. As David was turning, Mike Bonicci, Kim Howells 
and other club members arrived. There was a steady stream of 
members of the public and at least 5 were possible new members. 
A big thank you to all the club members who supported our 
activities. David explanined the steps being taken in the design 
and turning process.  
Mike then took over the demonstration turning a natural edge bowl 
with self removal bark. He explained the steps from preparation, 
mounting to finishing the bowl. Safety aspects were also important 
with the need for safety head wear as well as keeping the fingers 
behind the tool rest. Mike’s second item was a natural edge 
hornbeam vase. Again he showed the set up as well as drilling the 
centre with a spindle gouge before hollowing in stages. The 
hornbeam had been recently cut by a roadside tree safety 

contractor and had left a few very short pieces.  The benefits and risks of cracking wet wood 
were also covered.  
All in all it was a good day with a strong interest in the club  making the visit worth while. 
 

Mike Spaven 
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Workshop Day February 2020     
 

I do enjoy these days, I like to think the tutors get as much out of 
them as the students, if anything they reinforce those skills you may 
not have used in a while, and because you are tutoring it instils best 
practices. 
 

The day went well with a couple of new members attending, 
attendance was lower than we would have liked with only six 
students and four tutors but this meant that a couple of students got 
a day’s one on one tutoring for £12, not bad eh? I tutored David 
Brash and Alan Burton and with a bit of guidance from me they 
produced a rather nice roll edged bowl in 
maple. Paul Sternberg was with David 
Stratton, Steve Sutcliffe was with Mike 
Spaven, and Stephen Evans and John 
Trillwood were with Richard Davies. I 
would like to thank all who took part both 
students and tutors for making the day a 
success. 

 

Whilst this was going on Colin Rowe was holding a P.A.T. testing 
session up the end of the hall with a steady stream of members 
bringing in their equipment for testing as it is now a requirement for 
all lathes extension leads, lights and drills, basically anything that you 
have to plug in to have a current (pun not intended) certified label.  

 

   
By Colin Spain 
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Princes Mead February 2020 
Thankfully this event missed the 
lockdown on events due to Covid-19, 
although we did have a few Gremlins 
in the system. Firstly the power 
sockets which had been put in for us 
some years ago because of the draw 
from the lathes kept tripping the fuses 
were not working. This meant we had 
to use the normal sockets which are a 
bit tenuous, but in the event only 
tripped out the once. The centre don’t 
have a maintenance team at 
weekends so it fell to a couple of centre staff to try and fix them, but in the end we were told 
the reason they were not working was water damage probably during the period when they 
nearly lost the roof of the atrium last year when our event was cancelled. Secondly there was 
a surreal moment when we realised we were getting wet, thankfully not enough to really wet 
us but enough to make us step away from the lathes and look up. This time it was the vents 
above us were open and a strong wind was blowing the rain in, it didn’t last and the vents 
were shut. It was a pretty bad day weather wise so although we had a steady stream there 

were not as many as in the past. As ever there 
was a lot of interest in the club and leaflets 
were being handed out all day. My thanks go 
out to the 
demonstrators 
Richard Davies, 
Rodney Goodship 
and Max and Mike 
Bennett. Phil 
Wolsoncroft and the 
rest of us had sales 

tables and Douglas Boud was there stewarding and demonstrating 
his rocket launchers to the kids. Thanks to my wife Gill acting as my 
chief sales lady and Rodney’s wife for manning the tables. 
I turned a small Maple winged bowl to which I plan to add a 
coloured ring I also turned a hollow form but ran out of time so will 
finish at a later date. Richard was turning a goblet and baby’s 
rattles, and Max and Mike were turning pens mostly of acrylic. Mike 
had a new carbide scraper he was trying, I’m not a great fan of 
these, but I have to say what an excellent finish he was getting 
straight off the tool and no sanding just burnishing cream. 
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Ed Oliver’s February Demonstration 

  
Ed started his demonstration with a discussion 
on what he planned to do during the evening- 
namely a painted bowl and a hollowed end 
grain form. The first blank was a piece of 
poplar with a prominent coloured section, so 
his first decision was which side of the blank 
was to be the painted section. He used a 
centre finder to mark the centre of the blank 
and popped a centre mark. Without a drill, Ed 
used a drill bit with a diameter just larger than 
the base of coarse thread. The blank was then 
mounted on the screw chuck making sure the 
blank was tight against the chuck jaws. 
Ed used a push cut started by rubbing the 
bevel. Without a swivelling headstock, he leaned across the lathe to start the cut 
and developing the ogee. 

To develop the ogee shape Ed rubbed the bowl gouge bevel with the handle towards him then 
moved his body away from the lathe and then back towards the lathe as the tool traversed 
towards the outside of the blank. This was repeated several times until the coarse shape of 
the underside of the bowl had been developed. As the curve developed the gouge tip was 
further away from the tool rest. He stabilised the gouge by putting his arm over the handle. As 
the shape developed, he raised and repositioned the tool rest and made finer cuts by dropping 
the handle. He then used the wing of the gouge to refine the curves and remove any torn 
grain.   

  
Developing the spigot.  
 

Ed set his Vernier up for the spigot size noting the 
right hand side MUST never touch the wood. 
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When the lightly scribed line meets the visual on the left hand side the spigot will be the 
correct diameter. He then moves the LHS into the wood to score the spigot size. Ed uses a 
skew as a scraper to form the dovetail. He pushes the skew in from the side and ensures the 
skew moves at right angles to the centre of rotation to keep a flat shoulder. As the skew 
reaches the target diameter, he rotates the skew with a lift and twist to give a cleaner cut. Any 
loose fibres on top of the spigot are also removed. The shoulder is tested for flatness. A small 
adjustment is made to align the ogee to the new shoulder. At this point the underside is 
sanded to 320 grit using an inertial sander. Ed pointed out the first grit is to remove any small 
tool marks ( if big marks can be seen after the first sanding grit,  go back to the gouge or take 
some lessons) The sanding is done on the bottom LHS of the bowl.  
After sanding for quick demonstrations, Ed uses Yorkshire grit. This is a wax/ oil/grit for putting 
a finer finish on the wood. After application with a 
paper towel, the git is burnished in until the paper is 
clean. A wood wax is then applied in 2 or 3 thin 
coats. Ed leaves his wax application cloth in the tin to 
keep charged with a light application of wax.  Ed 
noted that with some soft timber, the paper can leave 
lines on the wood or fluffy bits get pulled into the 
grain. In this case, he uses cloth for finished (NEVER 
wrap the cloth around the finger) One other turner 
makes the cloth into a 1 inch square) Ed also 
supports the hand applying the wax/ burnishing to 
ensure it stays away from the rotating edge. It also 
ensures a consistent pressure is applied to the wood 
when polishing finished underside of bowl. 
 In remounting the blank to turn the inside, Ed leaves the screw chuck in place until he is sure 
of the fit of the spigot in the jaws. If any adjustment has to be made to the spigot, the screw 
threads remains intact whereas if the screw is removed, the threads are most likely to be 
damaged. When mounting the spigot into the jaws only a quarter turn from snug is required to 
avoid damaging the spigot.  
 

Turning the inside of the bowl. 
Ed set the tool rest up so the gouge tip was 
cutting on the centre line of the bowl. Several 
light push cuts from the outside of the bowl to 
develop the top edge and thickness were made. 
Ed explained how bowl gouges skate across the 
top edge of the bowl- usually this is because the 
gouge to too open and set up angle wrong. To 
avoid this Ed sets the gouge tip bevel on the 
wood with the gouge op to 6 o’clock position. He 
then leans into the wood thus creating a small 
groove that prevents the gouge skating towards 
the bowl rim. To make the inside cut, Ed rotates 

his wrist, leans way from the lathe and pushes forward. 
He aims for a thickness of about 8 to 10 mm. 
Noting the increased noise/ vibration, Ed uses a one 
hand on the gouge and the other supporting the back of 
the bowl to reduce vibration. (This takes some practice 
but is worth the effort). The edge of the bowl rim is now 
trimmed.  Ed takes light cuts pushing the gouge forward 
using his thumb. After sanding the inside to 320 grit, Ed 
used a tack cloth to remove any dust. He inspected the 
bowl inside using a pair of cheap 3.5 times reading 
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glasses. He noted that any imperfections really stand out when colouring/ dyes are applied.  
If you need to go back to sanding, after each grit move slightly further away to blend in the 
new surface.  

    
Ed first applied a base coat of green Chestnut spirit stain and after application dried the base 
with shavings burnishing or use of a dryer. The bowl was then sanded with 240 grit. Ed would 
normally sand out up to 60% of the bowl. He the applied blue especially over any bare wood 
areas, dried and sanded to 320 grit followed by a lighter blue and 400 grit. A yellow stain was 
used to blend the colours. Finishing could be 
either wax or lacquer. If using lacquer, use a 
sanding sealer first followed by a finish coat to 
choice.  
To finish the bottom of the bowl, Ed uses a 
Longworth chuck. The bowl is trapped in the 
chuck. Ensure that you follow the speed 
guidelines for the method you use. Use a push 
cut to remove the spigot and finish of the foot.  
Ed pointed out that when developing colouring 
skills, leave the bowl thicker so that the surface 
can be removed and re coloured.  
 

End Grain Hollow form 
 

Ed mounted a piece of ash between centres and rough turned to round. He used a skew to 
develop the spigot again sized 
to the jaws in use and with a 
flat shoulder.  
 
A bowl gouge was used to 
develop the outside shape 
before mounting in the chuck. 
After refining the shape Ed 
trimmed the end grain face of e 
blank. At this point, the wood 
moved in the chuck. On 
examination, the spigot was either too long or too short. The inside of the chuck has gripper 
teeth below the dovetail and these should either be fully engaged with a longer spigot or not 
engage with only a 3/ 4 mm dovetail. One way to reset blank to the established centre is to 
slightly loosen the chuck bring up a live centre and with the speed down use the back of a 
bowl gouge to lever the blank to running true.  
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Ed then drilled out the centre with a saw tooth Forstner bit. He supported the shaft as it was 
drilled into the wood. Ho noted that the bit should be withdrawn every 10 to 20mm drilling to 
minimise the chance of cuttings jamming behind the bit. (Note if this happens the only way to 
get the bit back is to split the wood.  
Ed uses a 6mm carbide cutter hollowing tool. He set the cutter up at about 8 o’clock (9 is 
horizontal) and squeezes the cutter into the wood while making arc cuts. He noted the 
weakness for beginners is at 
the bottom of the depth cut 
where the Forstner bit has 
cut a flat surface advice just 
use care in this area to avoid 
going to thin at the base of 
the form. 
 
Ed then sanded the outside 
and applied a coating of 
coloured wax. And then 
buffed off to a deep shine. 
The Coloured wax goes into 
the open grain of the ash. 
 

By Mike Spaven 
 

CLUB SHOP 
Have you examined what bargains are on offer?  
They include: 
 

Superglue, plus Kicker. 
Debonder 
Steel bar to make your own tools 
Sandpaper (various grades and styles) 
Pen kits. 
It also has 2” Velcro-backed sanding discs (60, 80, 120, 180 and 240 grit) 
Powder Fillers 
Waxes and Polishes 
Spray Finishes 
Commercial sanding sealer now available 
We buy in bulk and pass on the discount to members. Any (small) profits go to the Club. 
Occasional special Items (ensure you check each month) 
 

If you don't see what you want just ask we may be able to get it for you. 
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2020 

Members Adverts. 
The Rules:  Adverts will be carried over two issues of the newsletter and will then be removed 
unless advertisers let the editor know they wish to keep it running, and let the editor know what 
has been sold so their advert can be updated. 
 
As of January 2015 member’s adverts will be published at a donation of 10% (to help with printing 
costs). The committee rely on the member selling to be honest about that which has sold. 
Donations by cash or cheque made payable to Surrey Association of Woodturners and 
either sent or given to the editor or the treasurer. 
 
Widows of late members selling tools no donation required. 
 
All others, including ex-members and non members as usual a donation of 20% of what is sold, 
but this would be at the committees discretion. 
 
Only adverts giving full contact details will be considered if ex-members or non-members a name 
and phone number is not good enough. 
 
The sale must always be the responsibility of the member selling any item and therefore 
buyers are reminded that they buy at their own risk. The club accepts no responsibility for 
faulty items whether they be electrical or not. 


