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and use different spirit stains and sprays
and coloured waxes to create different
effects. Here are some photos.

New Members
Mike Burnett
Mike Edwards
Tony Lambert
Daphne Smith
Brian Stewart
PAUL Spence

Sandy Davidson
Gordon Jackson
Emily Msacarenhas
Peter Smith
Val Williams

Paid up Membership

164

Items for the Diary
Friday 8th August

Practical Evening

Friday 12th Sept

Julie Heryet

27th & 28th Sept.

Rural Life

10th October

Club Turner

11th October

Princes Mead Shops.

26th October

OPEN DAY

NICK AGAR SEMINAR
Only 38 Members attended this informative
and entertaining day. Those members who
did not come missed a real treat. Although
he set off the fire alarm the fire brigade
checked by telephone so we did not see
them. We saw how to use a variety of
different tools, to scorch, texture and
embellish timber. He also showed us how
to make one of his famous wall sculptures

1

often in shifts. There was a steady stream
of visitors, one or two expressing an
interest in joining the club. We will see if
they come to the next meeting. One lady
was so keen to start that she paid her
money and joined straight away so she
could have some instruction from Paul. I
think this has happened every year. Olly
did a great trade in little spinning tops that
he gave to youngsters. In the evening we
all enjoyed a BBQ arranged by Sylvia with
help from a lot of the other members and
their wives. Pete Evans did the cooking on
his Gas BBQ. Many thanks to all involved.
Sunday started dull and we only had 9
lathes as Joy and Donald Bell had to be
elsewhere. However we still had a great
time. Lots of drinks and nibbles were
provided by our Catering Manager Roy
Edwards, the standard improves each year.
The sun came out in the afternoon, which
was nice for packing up the equipment and
the tent.

Emily & Paul making a Walnut bowl.

RURAL LIFE
The usual band of volunteers met at
Mytchett on the Friday to help Paul load his
van with the Club Lathe and the other bits
and pieces required for the weekend. At the
Rural Life centre these were quickly
unloaded and cub and other members’
lathes were set up. The marquee was put
up and trestle tables borrowed and erected
and the displays put out.
Saturday was fine and we had ten different
lathes being operated by various members

Rodney making a bottle stopper.
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The organisation that goes into a
SAW event.

The first day of the event people start to arrive
to set up their lathes, whilst other helpers start
to set up the exhibition display.

I thought that you might find it interesting to
know what goes into organising an event for the
club. For the purpose of this we will use the
Rural Life Centre as an example.

For the last few years we have had a ‘Catering
Manager’ in Roy Edwards who has always kept
us refreshed with tea and coffee throughout the
weekend. He has to be armed with the
ingredients for this plus a large kettle and a big
box of biscuits. More recently he has been
bringing small nibbles for the members to eat
throughout the days. Not to mention the bacon
sandwich that I get each morning back at the
caravan. This year we had two fantastic fruit
cakes (one for each day) made by Brian Rogers
wife Cynthia. So there you have two more
people organising things already.

It all starts with a meeting at the Rural Life
Centre in October 2007. Peter Stent attends this
meeting on behalf of the club. This is when
dates are organised for the next year and what
the events will be. There are representatives of
all the different societies, be they car
enthusiasts, war re-enactors, or people who
arrange the different exhibitions held during the
year. SAW has been given two dates, the
Working with Wood week end when tractor
driven saws are cutting up trees, and we show
what can be done with the timber. The other is
the Steam weekend.
This dealt with Peter reporting back to the
committee at their next meeting and the next
level of planning starts there. Someone on the
committee takes responsibility for the event. In
this case it is me who deals with this one.
The dates are added to the club’s programme
for the New Year. Forms are produced for the
members to complete if they want to volunteer
their services for the event. These are on the
club table and members are reminded of this at
all club meetings leading up to the date. As the
organiser I am the only person exempt from
filling in a form. This is because so many
people say to me “stick my name down” and
my memory is just not up to it any more, so I
have to remind them to complete a form. Nearer
to the date I take the forms and start to work out
the lists of who has volunteered to do what.
A list of all the SAW equipment that needs to
be taken from the Mytchett Centre is made. I
then ask for some volunteers to help me get this
and load it into my van and then unload it all at
the Rural Life Centre. Those volunteers then
help put up the 4 metre x 4 metre party tent and
set up the exhibition tables in it.

This year we had more volunteers than ever
before and had ten lathes working on the
Saturday and nine on the Sunday. That means
that all those people had to do some planning
and organising for the event.
This year we had more organising to do and this
was down to the wives this time. After the event
closed on the Saturday, every one stayed behind
for a BBQ. This was made possible by the
wives helping for this by all preparing some
food for the evening. Pete Evans organised a
gas BBQ and he and his wife Brenda even
organised the cooking. A great time was had by
all.
A the end of the event we then have to pack it
all away and watching the members put all of
their tools and equipment back into their
vehicles shows that there is a lot of organisation
in that alone. The party tent gets taken down
and packed away in no time at all. Then those
volunteers help to get all the SAW equipment
back to Mytchett.
As you can see from this there is more to it than
meets the eye. It is certainly something that
cannot be done without the co-operation of all
involved. This is only one of the events that the
club organise throughout the year. You too
could be part of this or any other event by just
completing a form.
Paul Nesbitt
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WIZARDRY IN WOOD
I was given a ticket to attend this three day
event at Carpenters Hall in London. This
was staged by the Worshipful Company of
Turners. In the foyer a pole lathe was being
demonstrated. Upstairs there were several
very large rooms full of exhibits by
practically every well known turner you
could think of. As you entered the first
room, there was Les Thorne with a lot of
items for sale. He had pride of place as he
had received a Bursary along with a few
others. All the exhibitors had their spaces
for free but were asked to make a 10%
contribution towards the cost of the
exhibition. Les was pleased with what he
had sold the day before.
Next was Margaret Garrard who like Jennie
does a lot of pierced work using a Dental
Drill. Who copied who? In a display cabinet
there were George White’s Crowns and the

Coffee Set. Near by was “ Centre Piece” a
bowl of fruit.

I was kicking myself for forgetting to take
my camera. Luckily Brian Wooldridge had

his and took several photographs for me. I
was able to talk with Stuart Mortimer, and
Gary Rance, Luke was not there as he is
working full time as a painter and decorator
and loving it. I also chatted with Tom
Pockley, Dave Reeks and Stuart King.
Nick Agar was not selling as several of his
items on display he had borrowed back
from different galleries.

However he had taken a couple of
commissions. Carlyn Linday had some
interesting designs using sycamore with
inserts of red and black veneer. There were
several historic collections as the University
Of Leuven’s mystically ornamented Angel
Lathe.

For more information visit the website
www.wizardryinwood.com.
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Surrey Artists Open Studios
Once again John Sherwood was one of
290 Surrey Artists opening his workshop
and gallery to the public for two weeks.
Pete Evans & I went along to the opening
night and met several of the local villagers
and Peter Rodgers a local photographer
who also has his gallery open as part of the
scheme. There was wine and nibbles along
with a big display of John’s work for sale.

Pete took these photos for me.

JUNE MEETING
Our demonstrator was Jason Breach who
intended to show us a square lidded box.
He had a block of Brownish timber which
he had brought back from Australia along
with several hundred pounds worth of other
timber. When he asked locals what this
timber was, the Aussy sense of humour
was evident. It was either BEENA tree or
maybe WASA tree. The part that was to
form the lid had been partly sawn through
on a band saw. The middle was marked at

each end and the block mounted between
centres. At about 2,000 rpm a spigot was
cut at each end.
Using a hand saw the lid was cut off and
reversed into the chuck. A ¼” bowl gouge
was used to start shaping the underside of
the lid, drilling a small hole in the centre
with the gouge. Then with the flute at 10
o’clock the centre was removed. A lip was
created with a bead around it which would
be used to grip the lid when it was turned
round. This was sanded, folding the paper
to sand the wings. Reduce speed when
sanding inside to stop burning. True up the
edge of the lid, apply sanding sealer and
put on paste wax with fine steel wool.

The base was then mounted in the chuck
and turned to a cylinder. A spigot was cut
to fit the lid tightly. Shape the base and
then fit the lid. Start to shape the lid to get
an even thickness at the edge. Shape the
lid to achieve a series of ridges. Remove
the lid.
Set the depth gauge for the depth of the
box. Jason then made a hole in the base
with the gouge, and used pull cuts to
remove the centre. You need to take care
trying to look inside while make a cut. Use
fine cuts to true the sides. Jason showed
us different scrapers which can be used in
a shear scraping mode. The wall thickness
needs to be about 4mm. Possibly a little
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thinner at the top. Sand inside and out,
using grades 150, 240, 320, and 400 grit.
Replace lid and sand this then sanding
sealer and paste wax. Jason then made a
jamb chuck so that the spigot on the bottom
of the base can be removed. He created a
small bead. It will usually take him 45 to 60
minutes to make a box, a bit longer for one
with a square lid. He had brought along a
selection for us to examine.
He showed us polishing using the brown
compound on the stitched mop and
Carnuba wax on the unstitched mop. He
was selling a selection of mops and
polishing compounds cut into economical
sizes.

2. EARTH, WIND, FIRE and
WATER By Claire Goodship
7:30 am and Dad knocks on my door. It’s
time to get up. Dad has loaded the car and
it’s time to go. We get to the Rural Life
Centre about half 8 and start unloading the
car. Harry Snelling arrives and it is decided
that Dad can have the front spot. Brian
Rogers arrives, closely followed by Ollie
and June. Soon we were all set up and
ready to go.
The day went a bit slow, not a lot of people
around but plenty of shavings. We had a
fantastic display of our work which had
some interest.
Harry spent the day making lots of things.
Apples, mushrooms and thimbles were
amongst his days work.
Brian spent his day making a spinning top
that works with string.
Dad made lots of shavings, making goblets,
light pulls and carrier bag handles.

The job left was to clean up the rough
edges of the lid. They do not use band
saws in Australia. A very interesting
evening.

14th and 15th June
1. Limpsfield Grange
This was a busy weekend for several of our
members. On the Saturday Colin and the
Editor drove to the special school for girls
at Limpsfield Grange for their Open Day.
We had fine weather but not quite as many
customers. Thanks to items donated by
members for the bran tub and general sale
and a percentage of our own sales, we
were able to give the school £50.00. Colin
was pleased that the Head Mistress again
bought two of his best bowls as wedding
presents. It was a fun day with even some
of the teachers going in the Stocks to have
wet sponges thrown at them.

I had some time away from the lathe and
demonstrated pyrography instead, which
made a nice change.
Sunday was the better day of the two. A lot
more people came and chatted to us. We
lost Brian, Ollie and June on the Sunday
but were joined by Paul and Sylvia.
Again a lot of shavings were made and
some work was produced.
Dad took some puzzles and tricks with him
including an idiot stick and a rocket puzzle.
The public had fun having a go at the
puzzles and Paul had lots of fun
demonstrating them. He told us he had
done some turning but he didn’t spend
much time behind his lathe.
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4.40pm and it’s time to pack away. We had
some work to show for the weekend and
had sold some of our display items. All in
all a good weekend was had by all.

….a few final notes from
Australia…..
After my earlier trips around SW Australia and
then New Zealand, I returned to Australia for
the final part of my holiday – this time to New
South Wales.
About an hour’s drive south of Sydney is the
pretty coastal town of Kiama where a Sunday
craft market is held alongside the harbour. Here
I came across Frank Cescon who had a stall and
was selling his range of segmented work
including bowls, urns and ships wheel clocks.

Not too far from Kiama, but inland, is
Kangaroo Valley which is in a very scenic area
and quite touristy, but Kangaroo Valley
Woodcrafts
www.kangaroovalleywoodcrafts.com.au
is
worth a visit. Although they specialise in
rocking horses, dolls houses and puzzles, they
also have a large range of turned pieces in
Australian timbers.
Much further south and inland from the NSW
coastal town of Narooma is the historical
country village of Central Tilba, which retains
the character of the 1890’s. One of the
weatherboard buildings in the village is home to
The
Woodturning
Gallery
www.tilbawoodturning.com.au which has an
enormous range of wood turned items as well as
furniture. A pity the workshop wasn’t on site to
add interest, but still impressive and selling
steadily in the short time I was there!

An Italian by birth he had spent his working
life in Australia as an engineer – hence his skills
in designing and producing his segmented
pieces. I visited him at his home a few days
later where he has a very impressive workshop
and he explained to me the many and various
processes in producing his work – I just wish I
had a fraction of his skill and patience. Mindful
of hand baggage restrictions on the aircraft, I
only bought one bowl and a lidded urn!

Holiday over, long flight home, sort out the
thousands of digital pics! – I hope that by the
time this is published I will have got back into
the workshop!…….Neil Lofthouse

HANDS ON DAY
Fifteen students and five tutors turned
up on Hands on Day last Sunday,
June 22nd.
We started about 10a.m. and during the
day had an interloper in the form of
Melanie, a 6th. form student who is
studying Fine Arts as one of her
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truly encouraged his group members to
make a light-pull.
Jim Thomas

A letter from one of the students
Jim
I am writing to say a big thank you to both yourself
and Mike and everybody else, for organising a great
day.
For someone like me, who is just embarking on this
hobby and mixing with people who have been doing
it for years, it is very refreshing to find that
experience is no barrier to being very willing to listen
and help people like myself.
For me, that is what makes a good club.

subjects. Brian Rogers took her under
his wing and she did marvellously well.
Brian
Wooldridge
passed
on
his
knowledge of bowl turning and all in his
group participated in the making of the
bowl.
Colin Spain's group all took an active
role
in
making
a
tool
handle.
His second group made a small platter.
Mick Pither, like Brian Rogers taught
the basic principles of using gouges
and chisels.

My light pull handle is now hanging in all its glory in
my downstairs loo!!
Thanks and regards.
Paul Sternberg

An Open Letter of Thanks
I have decided to write an open letter of thanks
to all of the members and wives/partners that
have helped this year with our events. After the
Ally Pally event several people told me not
bother to send a letter of thanks for their
participation as they already knew it was
appreciated and I said fine, but then I thought
about it and decided I would try this route.
So here is a list of events that have been
attended by club members since Ally Pally.
February 24th Hands on Day
15th March Princes Mead Shopping Centre
2nd and 3rd May West’s Wood Show
24th and 25th May Rural Life Centre
14th June Limpsfield Grange School
14th and 15th June Rural Life Centre
22nd June Hands on Day

In the afternoon Mick had us all
entranced by his method of making
completely spherical balls and yours

My heartfelt thanks go out to all of you that
participated in any of these events. Without
your help these could not be attended and
would not help promote woodturning or our
club. These events show that as a club we are
united in what we do and enjoy as a hobby. The
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days are always eventful and enjoyable and it is
a pleasure to be with such good company.
I look forward to later in the year when our
events start again and we get busy showing the
general public what we do as wood turners.
Once again many thanks for all of your help in
making SAW so successful.
Sincerely

lathe between centres and using a slicing
cut form the pummel. Then rough the
remainder to a cylinder. Remount using the
off centre points. When revolving, the axis
should meet at the joint of the pummel.
Colin used a spindle gouge to shape the
foot and a skew to shape the leg. A spindle
gouge with a short bevel was used to blend
in the shape from the leg to the foot. A
bead was rolled over on the base of the
foot.

Paul Nesbitt
Chairman

July Evening
Our demonstrator Colin Simpson was the
first to arrive at the Club after a horrible
journey up from North Devon where he now
lives. Several Committee members were
missing for one reason or another. When
Jennie
made
the
announcements,
members were shocked to hear that Paul
had suffered a minor heart attack, however
after an angiogram he was being allowed
home that evening. *
Colin started by demonstrating different
cuts using a skew chisel. He had a square
section of soft pine in the lathe.
PLANEING CUT- Using the bevel and
cutting with the bottom half of the blade to
convert the timber into a cylinder.
PEELING CUT- Colin prefers a skew with a
flat blade and rounded corners. Start with
the skew flat on the tool rest at a low angle
and raise the tool to form a spigot. This
does leave a rough finish.
SLICING CUT – The tool is held on edge
cutting with only the point of the tool.
V CUT – similar to the slicing cut but cutting
in from each side.
Colin wanted to show us different uses of
off centre turning. He started with a small
Cabriole leg.
Accurately find and mark the centre at each
end of the blank by drawing the diagonals.
Assuming the foot was to point towards one
of the corners of the pummel mark half way
between the centre and the corner. At the
other end mark ¼ off centre on the
opposite diagonal. Mount the item in the

Next Colin showed us an off centre paper
knife. This used a technique which I found
out from Paul is known as THERMING**. A
pommel was cut at each end of a square
sectioned blank. The centre was reduced to
a cylinder and a handle shaped while the
blade portion was made into a carrot
shape. A slightly larger square sectioned
blank was taken and new centres marked
at each end for when the two blocks are
screwed together. The new blank was
mounted on these centre points and
reduced to a half cylinder with a flat side.
Using screws through the middle of the
pommels the paper knife was mounted on
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the flat side. With the lathe revolving you
could see the ghosted shape of the knife.

One side of the blade could now be turned
away. The knife was then unscrewed and
turned over to flatten the other side of the
blade. Strips of masking tape were used to
secure the blade when it became quite thin.
The pommels were removed and the paper
knife would be sanded to the correct shape.

The last demonstration was how to make a
small spoon. Colin reduced the wood to a
cylinder and marked it so as to be able to
make a sphere. This was shaped and a
short handle formed. This was sanded and
parted off. Colin had already made a cup
chuck with a segment missing for the
handle when the sphere was inserted. A
jubilee clip around the outside held it in
place. A 3/8th spindle gouge was used to
hollow out the middle. As usual, a very
enjoyable and informative evening.
• PAUL – I visited Paul and Sylvia on
the Saturday afternoon as I had to
deliver some items. I had to wait as
Paul had persuaded Sylvia to drive
him to the local Homebase to buy a
strimmer! Apart from being a little
out of breath he appeared his
normal self. He is supposed to take
it easy for four weeks. I think Sylvia
will have a hard job making Paul do
as he is told.

•

THERMING – mounting a carrier
between centres and then mounting
the small workpiece(s) to the carrier,
so that the axis of the headstock/tail
stock does not pass through any of
the workpieces, and each workpiece
gets cut only on one face.

Paul’s Paragraphs
Seminar with Nick Agar
What a great day and such good value for money.
This event was attended by 33 members and 3
guests of members. Apart from the hiccup with the
smoke alarms all went well. Everyone enjoyed the
day with a fascinating turner with great teaching
and demonstrating skills. Who showed us
different ways of doing things and made it look
so easy.
Rural Life Centre
Working with Wood weekend
Another successful weekend for the club. The
weather was on our side and the number of people
that came to see us and have a chat was the busiest
I had ever seen. We had ten lathes working on
Saturday and nine on Sunday. By way of
something different on Saturday after the centre
closed we had a BBQ. for all of the helpers and
their wives.
June
une Club Night
Our turner was Jason Breach and what a good
demonstration. He is an expert on lidded boxes
and after this evening you know why.
Limpsfield
Limpsfield Grange School
Colin Spain and Peter Stent attended this one for
the club and had another good day for themselves
and for the school, raising £50 for them. Well
done to you both.
Rural Life Centre Earth, Wind, Fire and Water
weekend
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This was an extra event in their calendar and the
weekend was covered by Harry Snelling, Rodney
and Claire Goodship, Olly Hardy, Brian Rogers
and myself. Not as busy as our previous weekend,
but just as much fun.
Hands on Day 22nd June
une
Well done to Jim Thomas for taking over the reins
for me. It went well and everyone, from what I am
told, enjoyed the day of tuition. My thanks to the
tutors for giving up their day off.
Tools
The tools seem to be going out regularly on loan.
Don’t be afraid to hire these out for a try or a
particular job you want to do. It is a very
reasonable price for a month’s hire on a try before
you buy basis.

Joy at Rural Life Centre

July
uly Club Night
Please see the Editor’s report.
August Practical Club Night
This is the next club night and you should be
getting you entry ready for the club competition.
It is a practical night and we have an added
attraction of Meantime coming along with their
stock for sale. So bring your wallets.

CARE
CHECK THE ENVELOPE. WITH THIS
NEWSLETTER YOU SHOULD HAVE
FOUR LOOSE SHEETS.

A new page for your handbook and
entry forms for open day

Harry at Rural life Centre.

Roy the Catering Manager –most important

The BBQ after Rural Life on Saturday
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Hands on Day

Rural Life Centre

PROFESSIONAL DVDs only £2 per month
Come and have a look at the DVD library by Neil and Brian’s admin table at the back of the
hall – there are quite a few recent additions. There are now DVDs ranging from Reg Slack’s
‘Getting Started in Woodturning’ to John Berkeley’s latest ‘Screwples 5 NEW Castle Money
Box Puzzle’, ……and lots more in between.

No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Jimmy Clewes 1
Jimmy Clewes 2
Jimmy Clewes 3
Gary Rance
Gary Rance
John Berkeley 1
John Berkeley 2

Turn it On - Volume One
Turn it On - Volume Two
Turn it On – Volume Three
Woodturning Techniques
Woodturning Techniques
Screwples Number One (2 discs)
Screwples Number Two (2 discs)
12

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Allan Batty
John Berkeley 3
Andy Lodge 1
Andy Lodge 2
Andy Lodge 3
Andy Lodge 4
John Berkeley 4
John Berkeley 5
Mick Hanbury

Skew Chisel
Screwples Number Three (2 discs)
Lets make a Tazza !! (2 discs)
Fruit Making Masterclass (2 discs)
Professional Hints, Tips and Tricks
Bowl Turning Masterclass (2 discs)
Screwples Castle Money Box Puzzle
Screwples NEW Castle Money Box Puzzle
Platters (2 discs)

Bill Grumbine
Bill Grumbine
Reg Slack
Richard Raffan
Richard Raffan

Turned Bowls made Easy
Beyond the Basic Bowl
Getting Started in Woodturning
Turning Projects
Turning Boxes

……and don’t forget to have a look through the box of
CLUB NIGHT DVDs – recordings made of visiting (and club)
turners demos - £1 per month returnable deposit
No.
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

Date
3/05
4/05
5/05
9/05
11/05
7/06
10/06
2/07
5/07
5/07
5/07
6/07
7/07

Les Thorne

Paul Nesbitt
Jimmy Clewes
Stuart King
Tom Pockley
John Davis
Alan Hazel
Julie Heryet
Philip Wolsoncroft
Mel Martin/John Sherwood
Dave Springett
Gary & Luke Rance
Chris Wallace
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